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MIRACLE BEAVERS
by Cheryl Millham, LTWC'’sExec Dir

Three baby beavers were born by Ce-
sarean section on the side of the road near
Modesto, Californiaon April 4 and taken to
StanidausWildlife Center (SWC) onthe5. |
received a call at about 10a.m. (on the 4)
from SWC saying they were getting in the 3
beavers and asked me what to feed them
when they arrived. 3 . -

| told them what | would do and then Baby’sfirst swim. Thisisoneof thethreebaby beaver
asked if they were going to raise them, or wereceived onApril 6. Themost ‘ natural’ way beaver
would they prefer to transport the kids to ‘gotothebathroom’ (defacateand urinate) iswhilein
Tahoe. They said it would be best to get the water. Thgy cangoat ot_her times, but are more com-
kids up to Tahoe as soon aspossible. | never fortablethlsway. Theki dswgreo_neweek old Yvhen
heard from them again that day, so | figured they ea(perlmcedwat_er_fortheflrsttlme Wouldn tyOlIJ
they never arrived OR they had died. -kr';‘;,”}i;ilefb;‘;i‘;rﬁ.'”““"k”e“ peavers. On,yeay

Then, | got a call on Wednesday (the
6" from SWC asking if we could arrange a |
transportation run to Sacramento, that they IN THIS ISSUE!
would transport that far. Miracle Beavers Front Page

Well, after MANY phone calls, mostly Secretary’ sWhite-Out Page 2
dead ends, Tom remembered along time dear Ross' Goose Page 3
friend of ours, Dana Stabenow, who went to ClassRegistration Form Page 5
South Tahoe High School, married a local E?a\/{/gxb Release Page 6
boy and wasnow living just over the hill from ‘CAnnual Report Pages8 & 9

y . d] Continuing Education Page 11

Tahoe n KyburZ! (Continued on Page 13) M embershlp Info Page 15




by Tom Millham, LTWC Secretary/Treasurer

NEW LOCATION

Thisisasubject that our Board hasbeen dealing
with for 10 yearsand wewill continueto deal withit
until wefind anew location and have anew homefor
LTWC.

In 1995, werealized that our neighborhood was
growing, far beyond wherewethought it would gowhen
wemoved herein 1983.

We have been trying to identify asite (or sites)
where LTWC would beabletofurther carry outitsplan
to rehab orphaned and injured wildlifeAND have an
operational Educational Center whichwouldincludea
placefor permanent careof High Sierrawildlife.

The city of South Lake Tahoe, along with El
Dorado County, TRPA, CdiforniaTahoe Conservancy
and the SLT Chamber of Commerce have been work-
ing together to find alocation ever sincethe El Dorado
County Board of Supervisorsrequested that makethis
apriority.

Theimmediate past mayor of SLT, Tom Davisand
the current mayor, Kathay Lovell, have both been ex-
tremely supportiveof thiseffort; infact, it wasthen Mayor
Pro-Tem, Tom Davis, who went before the Board of
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Supervisors- at the hearing to approve our Amended
Specia Use Permit application—and offered thefull
support of thecity of SLT, including apossibleparcel
for our new site.

It has been people like Tom, Kathay and our
local County Supervisor, Dave Solaro, who have been
hel pful to usinthiseffort and have opened many doors
that otherwise would have remained closed in our
search.

At thistime, we haveidentified four very pos-
siblesiteswhich wefed would adequately support the
sizeand surroundingswe have beenlooking for. IDE-
ALLY, wewould likesomething about 25 acresto con-
struct al of the needed facilitiesfor thisnew ‘Wildlife
Park & Rehab Center”. However, until wefind the
ideal location and get therequired funding, wewill con-
tinuetolook at al possibilities.

Wearedsolooking at funding opportunities. We
have had questions such as, “ Can you accept land and
improved or un-improved property?’ Theanswer is,
“Yes!” We can accept amost any sort of donationsto
help usredize our new fecility. If you areinterestedin
contributing to the new park, pleasefeel freeto con-
tact one of our board members.

We are all very excited about the prospect of
having anew, improved, state of theart facility which
will serveasan educational facility for localsand visi-
torsdlike. If you haveany ideason how you can help,
or suggestions for the new ‘park’, please send usa
|etter, call usby phone, or send amessageviae-mail to

info@Iltwc.org.

Wewouldloveto hear fromyou.

Two of our best supportersarethe’ current’ mayor of
the City of South Lake Tahoe, Kathay Lovell (Ieft) and
the person shefollowed asmayor, Tom Davis(right).
Tom recently retired from city government after serving
onthecity council for 12 years, 4 of which hewasthe
mayor. Henow serveson LTWC’sBoard of Directors.




ROSS GOOSE

by Cheryl Millham, Exec. Dir, LTWC

On March 28" | received acall from an
employee at Sierra at Tahoe ski resort who
told me that when they opened up the “ Pub”
on Sunday morning, someone had put in a
goosel!

They asked if | would take it and | said,
“Of coursel” | told them to have someone
drop it off at the center as they were coming

off themountain.

L ater that afternoon, the doorbell rang and Pub
Manager Aaron Barneswas standing in the doorway
holding ahugebox. Ashefilled out the paperwork and
I looked inthebox, expecting to seeaCANADA goose.
Tomy surprise, it wasa SMALL white goosewith a
very delicatehead and bill.

| finally heard “ The REST of the Story”! Asem-
ployeeswere getting ready to closethe Pub, they dis-
covered thegoose sitting in the snow. Tahoewashav-
ing about 4 daysof near blizzard conditionsat that time.
Theemployeesdidn't wantittodie, sothey TRIED to
‘capture it. Thegoose, unabletofly, kept fluttering avay
fromthem. After several minutesof chasing thegoose,
it flew into the side of abuilding and they werefinally
ableto pick upthebird and get it insidewhereit was
warm.

When Tom camehome, about an hour | ater, | told
himto“Golook inthebig box intheofficel” Whenever
| tell him that, he usually hasagood ideait isanew
species, or something very specia. Hewasassurprised
as| waswiththissmall goose. So, OUT cameour bird
identification book, “ TheBirdsof NorthAmerica—Field
| dentification Book™.

It tellsus, “ The Ross Goose is described asthe
smallest and ‘rarest’ of the North American geese. It
breedsintheArctic and wintersalmost exclusively in
CdliforniasCentral Valley. Itissimilar to the Snow
Goose, but smaller”

The goose was very easy to handle. Asl put it
into thebathtub for adrink and aswim, it wasacting like
it had amild concussion. Thenextday, | setitupina
dry bathtub with apan of water and somegrain.

All of the geese at L ake Tahoe eat grain. Well,
later that day, | observed it wasnot eating. BACK to
thebooks. | also called Sheryl Ferguson, whoisavol-
unteer with LTWC and awildlife biologist. She had
found out that it ate aquatic animalsand ‘ greens'!

Where was | going to find aquatic greens in
March??? Well, ANOTHER good friend and volunteer
of ours, GlennaNauer, said she had afriend on one of

The Ross' Goose is the rarest goose in the North American
Continent and was the first time LTWC handled this species.
Thisgoose wasrel eased on the Sacramento River to * continue’
itsjourney back to the Arctic for the summer breeding season.

thelagoonsin the Tahoe Keyswheretheice had melted
onthechannel. Sheasked Bob Foremanif hewouldbe
ableto get thegoose somegreensfromthechannd. Bob
was so helpful and said hewould be glad to help out.

When Glennaand | went over to pick up abag of
greens, Bob showed us how he had to climb over the
snow to even get to thewater! The next problemwas
trying to figure out aquatic insectsfor the gooseto eat.
The gooserefused mealworms, eveninthe pan of water
withthegreens. THEN, | tried someof my ‘ garbage’
worms (don’t ask) | raisefor the baby robinsand they
wiggledreally great inthewater. THAT DID IT! The
goose started eating.

Whenit began flying around the bathroom, | felt it
was about timeto put it in one of our outside cages. |
decided on the Raccoon cage. After | had prepared the
cage, | went back into the bathroom to catch the goose.
HEBIT ME!! Heactually bit me, soundly onthearm
and gtarting ‘ honking’ loudly.

What an attitude change. No moredocilegoose!

Sheryl Ferguson said the goose should go down
to Sacramento to be rel eased and she would be happy
toreturnittothe Centra Valey, soit could start over on
itstrip back to theArctic!

Wedid get another call on Tuesday fromalady in
Placerville. Shesaid her brother worksfor Cal Transas
asnowplow driver onthegraveyard shift. Hed so picked
up agoose and brought it down to her. SO, on Sheryl’s
trip down the hill, shewas ableto pick up the* other’
goose, which wasalso aRoss' Goose and release the
twotogether.

Sheryl told me shereleased our goosefirst and it
took off flying, then sherel eased the other goose which
dsoflewwdl. 1tjoined upwith our goose, circled around
and headed together UPthe Sacramento River.

Thisiswhat wecal, “A Successful Release’!




OPEN HOUSE

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

Last year, we had the most successful
Open House we have EVER held.

It was successful because of the num-
ber of people who saw what Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Care does. It was successful be-
cause of the amount of contributions we re-
ceived. And, it was successful because more
people saw a record number of species at
LTWC at onetime.

Well. Guesswhat! We are going to do
it again this year. You know, when you do
something and it is a hit, you keep doing it
AND try to do something better the next time.
We heard your comments and we will try to
makethisyear’s Open House just alittle bet-
ter.

For therecord and your information, here
are the stats on last year’'s event. Over 1200
people visited LTWC in 6 hours!! LTWC
was represented by more than 40 volunteers
who did everything from help with refresh-
ments, assist with clean up, greet people at
the street and inside the compound, sell T-
shirts, and, oh yes, by the way, we also had
volunteersto give thetoursto our visitors.

We would like to thank ALL of our vol-
unteersfor helping out and doing such awon-
derful jobAND ask you all to comeback again
thisyear.

Oh, one more thing. This year’s Open
House???  Sunday, July 31, 2005
from10:00a.m. until 4:00p.m. We hope you
can makeit thisyear. Seewhat LTWC isal
about.

Sunday, July 31 10a.m. to 4p.m.!

LTWC WishList

People are always asking us what we
can useto help us care for our wildlife.

Thelistislong and can bedetailed, BUT,
for the purposes of this newsletter, we have
condensed it to thingsthat most people might
have as excess in their homes. Obvioudly,
some of the food we need is specialized and
must be purchased, but we hope, if you are
interested in helping us with things we need,
that thislist will helpY OU, help US.

Sunflower seeds(non-salted)

PineNuts—in and out of shellsfor baby squir-
rels

Shelled Walnuts

Shelled Pecans

Gerber Mixed Cereal for baby bird diets

DelMonte —#2 Beef and Beef Gravy for baby
bird food diets

Gerber #3 Peachesfor baby bear formula

Financial Contributions (cash/checks/
credit cards) to buy:

KMR & Esbilac milk formulasfor baby rac-
coonsand squirrels

KayteeWild Bird Seed

Pigeon Seed

L CD Projector

Dell/Compag/Gateway Per sonal Computer. The
new computer would befor theoffice
volunteersto‘enter’ thenew arrivalson a
daily basisto help usmeet Fish and Game
reporting standar ds.

27th Annual
LTWC Training Seminar
Saturday and Sunday

May 21st and 22nd
$60 per person




L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.

27"Annual 2-Day Training Seminar
2005 CLASS REGISTRATION FORM

LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE, INC., is an independent, non-profit, volunteer
organization whose functionisto ‘RAISE, REHABILITATE and RELEASE’ wildlife.
All orphaned and injured animals are given foster home care by trained volunteers of

LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE, INC!

ClassFeeis $60 Per Person! For Families, $60 for the FIRST Family
Member and $40for each additional member. ONE training manual included.
Minimum age- 8years. Childrenunder 16 yearsof ageM UST beaccompanied
by anadult. Nowildlifeisgiventoachildfor care unlessan adult family member has
alsotakentheclass. Webelievethisto be areasonable safeguard.

Learnto beatrained wildlife carevolunteer by taking thistwo-day seminar.
Thelecturewill cover diets, feeding techniques, housing and first-aid, captureand
transportation, anatomy and examination and will betaught by Cheryl Millham,
Founder and Executive Director of L ake TahoeWildlifeCare.

The seminar will take place on Satur day and Sunday, May 21st & May
22nd, 2005. The Saturday sessionisfrom9amto4pm. The Sunday sessionis
from 10am to 5pm at LTWC’sCenter with lunch provided (Sunday).

CLASSFEE

$60.00 Per Person! OR, For Families, $60 for the FIRST Family Member and
$40.00 for each ADDITIONAL Family Member
Theclassfeemust be paidin advance AND accompany theregistration form.
Thefeeincludesaoneyear membershipwith L ake TahoeWildlifeCare.
Deadlinefor registration feeisSunday, M ay 15, 2005!

For further information, cal

Cheryl Millham a 530-577-2273!

(tear off and return) (tear off and return)

Registration Form

| desiretoregister for theBIRDSand MAMMAL SClasson Sat. May 21st & Sunday, May 22nd, 2005.
$60 Per Person! OR $60 FIRST Family Member and $40for each ADDITIONAL Family Member!

Name Street Address

Box City State Zip Phone

Please completethisregistration form and mail immediately with your classfeeto:

L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.

1485 Cherry HillsCircle
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921
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BEAR CUBS
BACK INTHEWILD

by Cheryl Millham, LTWC'’sExec Dir

Last year, ALL of our volunteers had the
opportunity to clean the bear cage and to ob-
serve the cubs on our closed circuit TV sys-
tem.

All human contact was avoided after they
went intothe* Bear Cage’. After this, wewere

able to see some ‘Amazing' behavior.

Startingin December, when M OST of the‘wild’
and free bears started ‘ denning’ up for hibernation, |
started feeding less and less each day, until, in about
3weeks, no morefood wasgiven to the cubs.

Asweknow, oneof thereasonsbearshibernateis
when all of thefoodisgone, whether it iscovered up or
snow, or just not thereanymore. Water was put infor
them onceaweek, until they weretakentotheir release
point by Cdif. Fish and Game representatives.

| receivedacall fromour F& Gwildlifebiologist,
Jason Holley around the 7" of February, stating that they
have aspot picked out and they wanted to come on the
18" and get the cubsto rel easethem. | asked Jasonif |
would be ableto go and he said, “No”, because they
didn’t have enough snowmobilesfor everyone.

That night, when Tom got homefromwork; | told
him about my conversationwith F& G and onceagain,
| wasnot allowed togo ontherelease. Tomcalled Jim
Mueller, an LTWC Board Member AND (along with
hiswifeLinda, whoisasoaBoard Member) owner of
L ake Tahoe Snowmobile Tours. Jmtold Tomthat he
would supply 4 snowmobiles so someof our volunteers
and | would be ableto attend therelease.

Tom then called Jason and he said we could go
sincewe had arranged our own transportation.

Inadditionto me, theMayor of South Lake Tahoe,
Kathay L ovell had asked to go, aswell asher husband,
El Dorado County Sheriff’sLt., LesLovell. Sheryl
Ferguson, our volunteer and aformer wildlifebiologist
withtheU. S. Forest Servicewasalso ableto go, aong
with Jm Mueller, our transportation supplier, al repre-
senting Lake TahoeWildlife Care.

About 4 daysbeforethe day of release, Tomand
| would go out to the cage, whilethe cubswereinthe
denand begintaking softly tothem, pokeastick at their
rump, thenleave. It did not hurt them and thenwewere

Thisyoung, ‘ orphaned’ black bear cub cameto LTWCin
June 2004 when he was seen for three consecutive days
- BY HIMSELF - obvioudy starving. He was brought
into the center, taken down to the Fish and Game Re-
giona Office in Rancho Cordova, given a clean bill of
health then returned to LTWC to raise, rehabilitate and
release. We had two cubs and both were released back
to the wild on Feb. 18, 2005. Another ‘successful’ re-
lease.

gone. For afew days, we wanted them to accept this
behavior sowhen F & Gwentintotranquilizethemfor
their release, they wouldn't panic, try to get out of the
small den areaand rush past thewardens.

It took along timefor themto goto deep after the
anesthesiawas applied, but soon, wewere on our way
totherelease point.

Jmwasaready therewith the4 snowmobiles. 3
television station and 2 newspaperswerethereoninvi-
tationsfromF & G. It turned out Jim’s snowmobiles
were put to good usetrangporting al of thenewsmedia,
Jason, hiswifeAND LTWC volunteers.

The 2 cubswere put into adogigloo ‘den’, do-
nated by PetSupermart. At first, Jason had said they (F
& G) weregoingto put each cub into their own den, but
| told him that when they woke up from the anesthesia,
they would never stay separated because they were
NEV ER separated and dwaysdept right next to and on
top of each other. Fortunately, Jason changed histac-
ticsand put them together in ONE den. Some of the
pine needlesthat they had been deeping oninthe bear

(continued on next page)




WANTED
ALIVE

BIRDS OF PREY

IT"SA CRIME TO SHOOT
ANY BIRD OF PREY!

If you find an injured hawk or owl, or
want mor e information about raptors,
contact:

LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE, INC
1485 CHERRY HILLS CIRCLE
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CA 96150
530-577-CARE

Bear Cubs(continued from page6)

denwerebrought dong and placed into their new den
so their own smell would be around them when they
woke up.

After they wereboth placed into their den, which
had been dug into the snow on the side of the moun-
tain, | askedif | could seethemandwastold | could. |
ducked downandlookedin. They weretouching each
other and still havelotsof room. | reached in and pat-
ted one of their bottomsand wished them luck ontheir
new lives!

That wasthefirst and ONLY timel ever touched
either oneof them.

| think F& G picked agreat spot for themtolive
therest of ther lifeasanormal, wild bear.

27" ANNUAL TRAINING
SEMINAR

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

Each year, Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care
holdsatraining seminar for those peoplewho
wish to volunteer and help care for the hun-
dreds of wild birds and animals we care for

annudly.

AtLTWC, wehaveour threeR’s. They standfor
Raise, Rehabilitate and Release. We do whatever we
can to see that every bird and animal which comes
throughthisfacility getsthebest chanceof returning back
tothewild. RELEASE!!! Thatisthefina frontier and
thefina god!

When thewildlifeareinthewild, weALL can
appreciatethemin THEIR natura habitat.

Onpage8& 9youwill seeour Annual Report for
last year (2004). Thisistheofficial report wemust sub-
mit to the State of California Department of Fish and
Gameandthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceto show
them the various specieswe cared for and what wasthe
disposition of each. Thesearethevarioustypesof birds
and animalsY OU will be caring for when you volunteer
for LTWC. Atthe center now, wehaveaGolden Eagle,
2 Great-Horned Owls, ababy pigeon and 3 baby bea-
ver (story onfront page). Mammalstakelonger tore-
hab than birds. The average stay for abirdis3—-4
weeks. Mammalscan stay with usup to 8 months, such
asthetwo bear cubswereleased |ast February.

Volunteering asawildliferehabber meansyou do
EVERYTHING. Youwill learn how tofeed, clean, ex-
ercise, caging, trangportation, rulesand regulationsand
initid examination.

Thetwo day training seminar will teach you the
basicsof renabbing. Youwill learn morespecificswhile
onthejob. Itisafascinaingfiddwhichisrapidly grow-
ing and changing. We challengeyoutolearn what you
can and work with Lake TahoeWildlife Careand help
to give Mother NatureaHel ping Hand!

Saturday and Sunday, May 21-22. Theregistra-
tionformison Page5. Welook forward to seeing you
andworking with you.

Thebenefits(releasngwildlifeback tothewild) is
more rewarding than anything you have donein your
life




LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE, INC.,
2004 ANNUAL REPORT

DIFFERENT SPECIES
TOTAL WILDLIFE CARED FOR 657 BIRDS: &7
EXPIRED, EUTHAMIZED, EQA AND DOA: T MAMMALS: 18
RELEASED, TRANSFERRED AND PERM. CARE: w0 AMPHIBIANS 3
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SNOWSPORTSWEEK

The 2005 SnowSports Week was the
most successful in its history.

What is SnowSports Week you ask???
That's afair question.

Very smply put, Sierraat Tahoe has se-
lected five non-profit organizations in South
L ake Tahoe to ‘benefit’ from Sierra’s gener-
osity, with very little effort on the part of the
non-profits. They merely SELL ski lift tick-
ets — at a considerably reduced rate — pro-
vided by Sierra. Then, Sierra, in turn, dis-
perses a check to each group.

Thisyear, EACH organizationwill recelvemore
than $6,600 each for their part in SnowSports Week.
Therewere 1400ticketsto sell. Not onemore. Many
South Shoreresidents, plusmany visitorstook advan-
tage of the morethan 50% reductionin pricefromthe
daily lift ticketsfor the 2004-05 ski season at Sierra.

Each organization was asked what they would do
withtheir share of the proceeds. Lake TahoeWildlife
Care has stated that we would replace the netting on the
flight area, which hasnot been donein 5 years. NOR-
MALLY, thenetting for theentireflight areaisreplaced
every 3years, with 1/3 replaced each year.

Duetofinancid problemsthepast coupleof years,
LTWC wasnot ableto do the usual upkeep and isdefi-
nitely looking forward to the new netting in 2005. The
flight area houses the larger ‘raptors (eagles, owls,
hawks, vulturesand osprey) inan arealarge enough to
allow themto* stretch’ their wingsand exerciseenough
(for many) to bereleased without further flight training.

Thisisthefirst year LTWC hasbeen aparticipant
of SnowSports\Week, joining Barton Hospital Founda:
tion, Lake Tahoe Educational Foundation, L ake Tahoe
Community College Foundation and Tahoe Youth and
Family Services.

Asapartner of thisevent, LTWC wasableto se-
curetheservicesof 7-11 onKingsbury Grade, ColdStone
Creamery, New York Pizza(SLT) and AlpineAnimal
Hospita to assst insdling theticketson the South Shore.
Wewould liketo thank the owners of these businesses,
aswell as General Manager of Sierraat Tahoe, John
Rice, for selecting usto beaparticipant in SnowSports
Week — 2005.

Welook forward to working with al thesewon-
derful businessesand organizationsagainin thefuture.

NO FAWNSIN 2004

by Cheryl Millham, Exec Dir LTWC

Some of the volunteerswere sad because
we had no fawnsto care for at the center last
year. But, when they found out it was be-
cause we were able to keep all of them with
their moms, so that none of them were kid-
napped this past year, their attitude changed
and they were then happy.

Nodead moms. All of thebabiesthat werepicked
up went back to their moms, OR, if the people called
before they were picked up, after afew questions, it
wasclear toustheir momsweredtill diveandthebabies
should beleft done. Wewereabletoingtruct thepeople
to takethem back where momswere probably waiting
for their kids.

Wedid have onefawn brought in. 1t waspicked
up Sitting onthenew asphalt road goinginto Blue L akes,
right at the switchbacks.

| could tell by theway it acted that itsmom was
still alive. So, we decided that when we closed down
the officefor the night wewould takeit back hometo
mom. It just so happened that one of our new volun-
teerswho took our Annual Training Seminar just afew
weeks before, M onica Sciuto, wasworking that after-
noon. Sheaso enjoyshikeridingand sheknew exactly
wherethat part of the Blue Lake Road wasinAlpine
County.

After work, her husband, Paul, dropped by to see
what hiswifewasdoing at thewildlifecenter. They said
they would both go. So, after some instructions, off
they went.

After they got to the switchbackson Blue Lakes
Road, they took thefawn out of the vehicleand set it
down. They turned around and started to walk away.
Thelittlefawn started to follow them, so they took her
back and made afast track back to their car. Asthey
werewondering what they should do next, becauseit
was getting dark, they saw adeer coming down thehill,
going over to theareawherethey had | eft thefawn. It
wasthentoo dark to see, so after alittlewhile, they got
out of their car and went back to the spot where they
had | eft thefawn.

NO MORE FAWN.

They looked around and they were satisfied that
themom they had seen had taken thefawn off with her.

That wasagrest feding AND another Successful
Release!
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

Thefield of wildliferehabilitationiscom-
paratively new. Most organizationsinvolved
with wildliferehab arelessthan 30 yearsold.

Lake TahoeWildlife Carewasestablished
in 1978, making thisour 28" year inthisfield.
Yes, there were other groups which were al-
ready doing thiswhen we started, BUT, com-
pared to how many organizations are now
doing wildlife rehab; it waslikeaneedlein a

haystack.

Whenwildliferehabwasnew, it wasessentid that
thegroupstak with each other and shareideaswiththings
which DID work and thosewhich DID NOT! Then, it
wasmostly trial and error. Ohyes, theredtill istria and
error today, BUT, intoday’sworld, with computersand
newdetters, theword getsout to many, rather thanjust a
few.

ThisiswheretheNWRA and thelWRC comein.
These aretwo organizationswhose sole purposeisto
bridgethisgap of rehab organi zations so that EVERY-
ONE can be knowledgeable, instead of just one or two.

TheNationa Wildlife Rehabilitator’ sAssociation
andthelnternationa Wildlife Rehabilitation Council work
withwildlifegroupsandindividua sto help produce’ pa
pers onamyriad of subject matterswithinthewildlife
rehabfield. A‘paper’ isinformation produced by aper-
son or an organization on (usually) one subject matter.
It could be something VERY specificsuchasLymeDis-
ease, whichismostly specifictotickson fawns (baby
deer). Or, it could be something general suchasraising
raccoonsor Steller’s Jays.

Thebottom lineisthat we* share’ our information
with others, soweAL L can become more knowledge-
ableand dowhat weareheretodo—SAVETHELIVES
OF WILDLIFE! Our NUMBER ONE GOAL isto
rel ease—back to thewild —thewildlifewhich hasbeen
entrusted to usby the publicwhichweserve. THISis
wherethe NWRA and the IWRC comeinto existence.

Thesetwo organi zationseach hold anannua sym-
posium every year —in different parts of the country.
Thisisdonefor areason. For somepeople, itiseasier
to makethe NWRA Conference, usualy heldin early
March. Thisyear, that conferencewasin Minnetonka,
Minnesota. And, YES, itwascold!! The I WRC will

hold their conferencein Toronto, Ontario, Canada, No-
vember 10 - 12.

Toronto, for thosewho don’t know, isjust about
an hour and ahalf drivefrom NiagaraFalls. So, if you
areinterested in going to Toronto, you might planto stay
an extraday or two and takeinthesightsof oneof the 7
wondersof theworld! Cheryl and| flew into Toronto
about 9 yearsago when IWRC held their conferencein
Niagaraand then droveto the conference. It wasavery
specia experience for both the conference AND the
beauty of NiagaraFalls.

Next year, the NWRA will hold itsconferencein
CostaMesa, in Orange County. Itwill beheld March 7
- 11 at theCostaMesaHilton. Inadditiontothewarmth
of Southern California(ascompared to thefrigid tem-
peraturesof Minnesota), CostaM esaoffersthe Happi-
est Place on Earth—Disneyland, beaches, just an hours
drive from San Diego and about an hoursdrive from
snow skiing (if you areinto that). Wewould highly rec-
ommend that you plan to attend both of these confer-
encesto expand your knowledge on the science of wild-
liferehabilitation.

You canvigttheir web sitesby goingto OUR home

page: www.ltwc.org OR

NWRA

www.hwrawildlife.org

IWRC

www.iwrc-online.org

27th Annual
LTWC Training Seminar
Saturday and Sunday

May 21st and 22nd
$60 per person




WEBSITE

Didyou know that Lake TahoeWildlife Carehas
aweb site???

Itis: www.ltwc.org.

We hopeyou would take afew momentsto take
alook at our new, updated web site. If you know of
anyonewho isinterested in what we do, pleasedirect
themtothislocation. Weareinthe processof getting
moreand moreinformationfor you to seewiththebirds
and animaswearecaring for. Also, thiswill beaway
for newcomersto seewhat LTWCisall about.

Wewould liketo thank Karen Johnsonwith First
Tracks Productionsfor volunteering her timeto over-
haul andimplement current information onthesite. We
areintheprocessof putting AL L of thepast Quill News-
letterson line. At the current time, the past two are
there, and shortly after thisissueisout, it will dsobeon
thedte.

We hopeyou likewhat you see. Karen hasdone
awonderful job and she has new ideaswhich wewill
work onimplementing, soyou MUST stay tuned. As
you will see, we have many pictures of thebirdsand
animalswehavecaredfor.

Also, we are anxiousto hear what you haveto
say about the new web site. Please, send usyour ideas
on how we can makeit better. Karenisvery opento
suggestionsand usualy hasan excellent ideaon how to
accomplishthetasksbefore her.

For suggestions, please send themto

info@ltwc.org

WANTED: NEW VOLUNTEERS

If you haveadesiretowork with wild birdsand
animalsin arehabilitation capacity, then you are
strongly requested totakethe 27th Annual
Training Seminar offered by L ake TahoeWildlife
Careon Saturday and Sunday,

May 21st and 22nd, 2005.

Cost of the seminar is$60 per person.

If additional family membersareinterested
in theclass, their cost isjust $40 each.
Mininum agerequirement is8yearsold.
Individualsmust beaminimum of 16.
Onceyou havetaken the seminar, you arethen
qualified towork with L ake TahoeWildlifeCare
and car efor thehundredsof wild birdsand
animalsentrusted tothem annually.

For moreinformation, call

530-577-2273!

Beaver haveto eat too. Thethree beaver kidscameto
LTWC when they werelessthan 48 hoursold. Cheryl
started them on an every 4-hour schedul e, but that was
enough for them, so she increased the ‘number’ of
feedings aday by feeding them every 2-hours. That
pleased them to no end and they lived happily ever after.

Did you remember to renew
your membership? If not, you
can usetheforminsidetheback
page and the envelope accom-
panyingthisnewdetter. Werely
on your member ship to help us
keep caring for and releasing
thewildlifein the Tahoe Basin.

2/th Annual
LTWC Training Seminar
Saturday and Sunday

May 21st and 22nd
$60 per person
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Miracle Beavers (Continued from page 1)

After communicating with Dana via
Internet, then a phone call, Dana said she
would be happy to drive to Sacramento for
us, meet the volunteers from SWC then |
would meet her in Strawberry. Everything
‘seemed’ to begoing like clockwork. Seemed
to bel

| met Dana at the Strawberry Post Of-
fice. When she pulled up, | got out of my car
to greet her. Guess what!! | accidentally
pushed the wrong button on my car and
LOCKED ALL THE DOORS, and then
promptly closed the door, with the keys IN
THE CAR, on thedriver’'s seat and my purse
in the back seat!!! WRONG!!!

So, asusual, when | panic, | called Tom!
| asked him to call On-Star and have them
open the car. He told me that we only had
On-Star on HIS car, not mine! | was devas-
tated. Tom then got hold of one of our friends
and volunteers, Sheryl Ferguson and she
agreed to meet him at his post office, get his
spare keys for my car and drive them up to
me. Thank goodness for volunteers and
friends.

So, while we were waiting for Sheryl,
Dana said she wished her daughter, Evann,
who was in school, could see the beavers. |
asked her about Evann’s school and wastold
they havea2-room schoolhouse at Silver Fork
with about 18 students of different ages. |
figured we had a good 45 minutes before
Sheryl arrived, so | said, “Let’'sgo!”

The postmaster at Strawberry has a son
at the school, so she called and said we were
on our way.

| believe everything happens for a rea-
son. Because of locking my keysin the car,
we were able to give this 2-room school a2
hour program on wildlife rehabilitation and
care.

Well, back to the beavers. People either
lovethem or hatethem. | have heard for years

that the beavers don’'t belong in Tahoe and
that they were introduced by Fish and Game
and that they stop the trout from Lake Tahoe
from spawning (which was a new bit of info
for me).

| have been caring for and studying wild-
life for 27 years and beaver are one of the
species | have studied the most.

Therewas a\Washoe Indian woman who
was close to 100 years old and | have her
testimony before she passed away afew years
ago that beavers were here at Tahoe. She
“personally” can remember them when she
was alittle girl. Her father and grandfather
hunted them for fur when the Washoelived at
Tahoe in the summers. The Washoe have a
name for beaver and they only have names
for animals they know! For example, they
have no word for elephants, lions, etc.

The beaver were hunted out of the Tahoe
Basin when thetimber waslogged, thenwere
brought back into the areathey had once oc-
cupied.

| spoke with a game warden who also
knows fish habitat.

| asked him if the beaver damswere/are
thereasonthereare sofew fishin Lake Tahoe
and if the trout go al the way upstream from
Lake Tahoe to Christmas Valley (via the
Truckee River) tolay their eggs.

He responded, “Yes, the trout could go
that far, but, if thereis a beaver dam in their
way, they wouldjust lay their eggsinthegravel
in front of the dam.

| hope this clears up some of the ques-
tions on beavers.

Now - hereiswhat | feel about this!

Tom and | moved here from Temple
City, California (Los Angeles area) in 1976,
S0, | guessyou can say we arean ‘introduced’
species. We aso live in a wood house and
burn about 4-5 cords of wood each winter to
heat our home. The beavers aso need wood
to eat and build their homes. Thereisenough
wood for all of usto live together.
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MEMBERSHIPRENEWALS

In March, we sent out our Annual
Membership Renewalsfor Activeand Hon-
orary Members. As we have told you be-
fore, the membership renewals account for
more than 30% of our annual budget.

The funding we receive goes toward
all of the serviceswe providetothewildlife
we care for, which includes, but is not lim-
ited to: Specialty foods for proper baby di-
ets, veterinary supplies, medicine, veterinary
services and administrative costs.

We are able to save aconsiderable amount of
money on veterinarian costs dueto the donated time
of Dr. KevinWillittsof AlpineAnima Hospital in South
Lake Tahoe. We want you to know how much we
appreciate himand hisserviceto our organization. In
additionto serving asour vet, Dr. Willittsalso serves
onour Board of DirectorsasVice-Presdent. Hisvalu-
abletimeisrecognized and appreciated by our board
members.

Becauseof your membership donations, wehave
been ableto help over 17,000 wild birdsand animals
inthe 27 yearssince we began thisorganization. We
havean overdl releaserate of 67%, which meansthat
2 out of every 3wild birdsand animalswhich come
into LTWCfor help, arereleased back into thewild,
wherethey belong and whereweALL can appreciate
them.

So far, in 2005, and we are only 3 %2 months
intotheyear, we haverel eased thetwo bear cubswhich
spent most of thewinter with usafter being orphaned
last summer. OnecamefromtheFallen Leaf areaand
theother just north of D. L. Bliss State Park. In Feb-
ruary, they werereleased back to thewild (see story
on page XX X).

In February, we took in amarsh hawk which
just needed sometimeto recover (probably adlight
concussion). Hewaswith usfor just one month, but
after sometender loving care, wasrel eased back into
thewild. Onceairborne, he never looked back. He
just flew and flew likeMarsh Hawksdo. Itwas(and
awaysis) anincredible sight to seethemtaketo the
ar withtheagility they possess.

Lifetime Bald Eagle Members

As we mentioned in previous issues, we have new
membership ‘clubs’. However, those supporters who
were members of the Bald Eagle (Life Member) club,
will remain Life Members and we appreciate their
support. Listed below are those people who contrib-
uted $1,000 or more in a 12-month period of time.
Thank You. You will always be in our Bald Eagle
Club!

Jim and Ethelmae Haldan Michelle and Perry O’Dell

Willette Strong Suzanne McDowell
Don Henley Robert I. Wishnick Foundation
JaneKenyon Sierra Pacific Power Co.
Josette Denton Tahoe Mountain Milers

Robert M. Lee Foundation
Rob and Chris St. James
Tony and Beth Sears

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Lane
Larry and Julie Moore

Bob and SueRutherdale
Mickey Dugdale

Calif. SierraState ParksAssn.
City of South Lake Tahoe
CaesarsTahoe Dealers

Jack and Mary L ou Cassingham Pete and Diana Mountanos
LakeTahoeKiwanisSunrisers Gloria Bourke
Mandy Davisand Rodney Volkmar Doni and Jim Glassmaker
Jarrod and Brennan Davis Harrah's Tahoe
BankAmerica Foundation Estate of Alice Valla

Tilton Family Foundation Randy’s Locksmith - Greg Cattoni

Kirk and Lynda Gillaspey

InMarch, wetook inagoldeneagle. Theeagle
wasvery weak and couldn’t fly. After an examina-
tion, it was discovered hewasvery thin AND was
very low on blood volume. Thiseaglewill probably
bewith usfor at least 30 — 60 daysto (1) fatten up
enough to get strong and (2) get the blood count up.
Withthesetwo positivefeatures, theeaglewill beable
to bereleased back into thewild and survivefor —we
hope—avery longtime.

Then, inApril, wetook in 3 baby beaverswhich
weretaken by C-Section fromtheir dying mother in
Stanislaus County (near Modesto). They areona
very specid dietary milk supplement and at thetime
of thisnewd etter, areall doing very well. Their pro-
jected release datewill beinthefall.

THI Siswhat wedowith your donation money.
Weuseit to helpthewildlifebrought into usbecause
they need our help. WE need YOUR help. Let's
work together.

If you didn’t get amembershiprenewa formin
themail, OR, if youwould like to become an honor-
ary member, pleasefill out theform ontheinside back
cover of thisnewd etter (next page).
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LTWC's 2005 CALENDAR OF EVENTS!

M ay 17th  Board of DirectorsMeeting- 7pm @ LTWC center.

M ay 21st & 22nd  27th Annual Training Seminar

July 12th  Board of DirectorsMeeting- 7pm @ LTWC center.

August 1st LTWC OpenHouse

August 13th & 14th  20th Annual Great Gatsby Festival @ Tallac Historic Site- Fund Raiser
September 13th  Board of DirectorsMeeting- 7pm @ LTWC center.

October 1st & 2nd  16th Annual KokaneeFestival @ L ake TahoeVisitor'sCenter

October 9th  Annual Volunteer Recognition L uncheon @ LTWC - 12noon

Do you haveacar, boat or other vehicle, in good working condition, you are considering trading in on anew one? Instead of trading
inyour old(er) vehicle, why don’t you donateit to L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care and receive atax deduction.

If thisis something you are considering, then just call LTWC at 530-577-2273 and ask for help in your contribution.

In the past three years, LTWC has received nearly $20,000 for vehicles which have been received by contributors.

Other ways you can help LTWC in the future isto consider leaving a bequest. We were recently received a donation because we
were named in awill and several others have told us we are mentioned in their willsaswell. Thisisone way to assure our long range
financial success.

We have been working with the orphaned and injured wild birdsand animalsin and around the L ake Tahoe Basin for 24 years. Our
success is due to support from our volunteers in the form of financial support, hours served and spreading the word.

For those of you who have been working ‘with’ usin the past, we thank you. For those of you who have thought of working with
us, why not make 2002 the year to make acommitment.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION!

Active(ONLY thosewho havetakenthetraining class.) Honor ary (Thosewhowishto help out financialy)

Our “Club” Program.
Select your choice of either your favorite wild bird or animal, or the amount of your contribution.
Black Bear $10,000 Beaver $300 Your selectionis:
M er ganser $150
Bobcat ¥5,000 Red-Tailed Hawk  $100
Bald Eagle $2,500
Raccoon $65
Golden Eagle $1,000 Fawn $35 Club Name
Great-Horned Owl $500 Seller’sJay $20 3
Areyou an Active or Honorary member ? Active Honorary Amount of Contribution
Name: Phone:
Mailing
Address: City: State: Zip:

Mail thisform with your Tax-Deductible donation to:

L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.
1485 Cherry Hills Circle

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921
530-577-CARE
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LTWC ‘Club Members’

Listed below are those supporters of LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE who have contributed (during a 12 month period of
time) in an Extra Special Way. You will notice, inthe* M ember ship Infor mation Form’ (page 11), thevarious‘ Clubs” which
individuals or families can contribute. Would you like to see your name added to these lists? We sure would! Please help usto

“Give Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”

Black Bear Bald Eagle

($10,000 Ponation) (5,000 Donation) ($2,500 Donation)
Peteand Diana M ountanos Mr.and Mrs. L. W. Lane

Estate of Alice Valla
Anonymous Harveys/HarrahsL ake Tahoe
Drew and Carol Rutter

Golden Eagle Great-Horned Owl

18.2 “Giving Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”

Spring 2005

\\

($1,000 Donation) ($500 Donation)
Robert M. L eeFoundation Kevin & Kathryn Schaller Ron and Jan Cook
Rob and Chris St. James Mike, Lesey & Staci Furtado Rick Ahlswede
Larryand JulieMoore Georgeand Jan Smith BarbaraKucala
Kirk and Lynda Gillaspey Pat Banner Dr. Mireya Ortega
Greg Cattoni - Randy’sL ocksmith Mikeand CharmainePape Ron Cline
Jennifer Randall - Youth Develop. Fdn. Richard and Dana Smith-Miller EvieViera
Betsy Cohen McLaneandAdelleTilton Dave Isenberg
Willette Strong Dr. Randy Watson Christensen Automotive
Caesars Tahoe Dealer’s Bill and JonnaHutt Don and Kay Edwar ds
TahoeL eaguefor Charity Jimand LindaMueller Cliff Hansen
\. CarlaYant Howard and LindaL ewis-Perry Y
/ )
L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc. = -
on-Profit

(530) 577-CARE Organization,

1485 Cherry Hills Circle US Postage Paid

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921 South '-g‘gflgghoer CA

Permit No. 96
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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