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Merry Christmas and

On behalf of the Board of Directorsand
all of thevolunteersof LakeTahoeWildlifeCare,
wewould liketowish you avery Merry Christ-
masand Happy Hanukkah. We hopethat 2006
bringsyou prosperity, happinessand successin
your every endeavor.

And, wewould liketo remind you that if
and when you find an or phaned or injured bird or
animal, we will be hereto assist that wild crea-
tureinthehopesthat it can and will ber eleased
back tothewild, whereit belongs, just aswehave
been doing for 28 years!

Happy New Year!
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Pam Guzzi: 1961 - 2005

May She Be ONE with Nature- Again!
See Story - Page 2
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by Tom Millham, LTWC Secretary/Treasurer
Pam Guzzi

For many people, May the 5" was a
Mexican holiday and people were celebrat-

ing.

Such was not the case for Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Care. For it wason that day that we
|ost aboard member, asister, avolunteer and,

moreimportantly, afriend.

Pam Guzzi succumbed to acancer that she had
been fighting for almost ayear on that date. Shewas
originaly diagnosed with adeno carcinomaaround Me-
moria Day, 2004. At that time, the doctorstold her she
had two monthstolive.

WEell, if you knew Pam like WE knew Pam, that
diagnosiswas not good enough. She pledged tofight
thiscancer and not just giveinto itsdeterioration of her
body. August came- - - and went. Pamwasstill with
us. Friendsput together afundraisng drivesothat Pam
and her friend, Sam, could goto Hawaii, onemoretime,
so0 Pam could do what awaysgave her theutmost plea-
sure—to swimwiththewhales.

They went in February. Unfortunately, for the 7

daysthey werein Hawaii, Pam felt good enough for
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did svimwiththewhaes.

Pam was morethan just avolunteer and board
member toLTWC. SheALWAY Shad apositiveatti-
tude, somethingwhichishardtofindinthisworldthese
days. When problemscameat thisorganization, Pam
wasusually oneof thefirst onesthereto lend ahand.
In the picture on page one, you will seewhat Pam did
many, many days. Shewould take minnow trapsto
oneof our loca lakesand get minnowsfor themergan-
serswewould berehabilitating.

Mergansersarefish-eating duckswhich eat min-
nows - - - exclusively! They ‘can’ eat other foods
(mealworms), but their primary food supply isminnows.
Pam’sattitudewas, “ Theseguysaren’t going to starve
if I haveanythingto say about it!”

Shehad oneprojectinwhichshedidadmost soldy
on her own. That wasthe upkeep, plumbing and care
of theriver otter cage. We had ‘MANY’ obstacles
when wereceived our first river ottersin 1998. Pam
wasthe onewho told usthat we CAN utilize the hot
tub, horsetrough and 10" satellitedishin conjunction
withtherehab cagefor theotters. Shedid, wedidand
wedtill do!

In addition, because of her diligencewithregard
to the maintenance, upkeep and construction of the
River Otter Cage, LTWC’sBoard of Directorsvoted
to dedicatethiscagein Pam’'sname. Therefore, from
henceforth, it will now be known asthe* Pam Guzzi
River Otter Cage’! Wefdt thiswastheleast we could
dofor all of her timeand effort to ensuring thisfacility
was adequatefor the otterswe rehabbed and released.

(Continued on page 3)




E-Mail Address

Send usyour e-mail addressand wewill
add you to a‘preferred’ list of LTWC sup-
porters.

Onthislist, when the Quill (the newsletter you
arenow reading) comesout, Y OU will getitfirs. When
we have an event to announce, whether it beafund
raising event, or aspecial announcement, Y OU will
know beforeanyoneelse. If you areavolunteer, we
will sendout acall for help.

Just send your e-mail to: tom@Itwc.org

Onthemessage portion, just tell meexactly what
you would like to be notified about. If you want to
hear about EVERY THING, then say so. If youjust
want to receive the Quill by e-mail, thenlet meknow.
Wewill dowhat WE cantomakeY OU moreinformed
about what we are doing and when we are doing it.
Thesenext severd years, someM AJOR changeswill
be taking place and we want Y OU to know about it
when it happens, not after thefact. If we have ques-
tionsabout what you want to be notified about, wewill
respond back to you and verify your wishes.

Here'slooking forward to ‘ communicating’ with
youinthefuture.

by Bob Rutherdale, LTWC President

Wearecurrently seeking anew Board of Direc-
torsmember. | thought that | would takethisopportu-
nity to explainto you theresponsibilities of aBoard
member inthe hopesthat anyoneinterested in the po-
stionwill let their wishesbe knownto us. Wewould
request that all Board memberstake part in asmany
LTWC functionsaspossible (ie. Board meeting, fund
raisers, training seminar and work parties.

We are moving into anew progressive era of
LTWC. We need peoplewho can help with creative
ideasintherel ocating of the Center and finding anew
Executive Director to betrained by Cheryl (wherewe
will find someonetofill Cheryl’sshoes, | haven'taclue!).
But most of al vibrant, energetic and creative people.

If you think that you havetaentsin thesedirec-
tionsand would liketo becomeinvolvedinthetrans-
formation of Lake Tahoe Wildlife Careand areinter-
ested in becoming aBoard member please contact us
and expressyour interest. Now isthetimeto let your
wishesbeknown aswehaveavacancy and thisdoesn't

happen very often.

(Guzzi - Continued from page 2)

Whenit cametimefor releases, Pamwasaways
ready to go aong, whether it bethe otters, theraptors,
the fawnsor the raccoons. She KNEW the purpose
of thisorganization wasto ‘release’ thewildlife back
intothewild fromwhencethey cameand shethoroughly
enjoyed seeing them go back to ‘ their’ home.

Pam served on LTWC’sBoard of Directorsfor
3years. Two and one half yearsasanActive Board
Member and 6 months asan Honorary Board Mem-
ber.

Findly, the cancer took control of her body. She
may begone, but she's* definitely’ not forgotten. She
has meant so much to so many. Notjust ‘us animals
called humans, but to thosewho cameto usfor assis-
tanceaswild animalsand wild birds. WeALL ben-
efited from knowing and loving Pam. Shehaslefta
lastingimpress onwhich hasmeadeusall better for know-
ing her.

Guzz. Weloveyou. Wemissyou. Andwelook
forwardto seeing you again!

LTWC'sNEW Logo

Wenow havetheseinalape pin. Thisdesignisalso
availableinour new T-shirts.
Order from our Web site. Goto:
www.ltwc.org/store




The Great Fawn Reunion
by Monica Sciuto, LTWC Volunteer

After volunteering at the Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Care, for just afew months | asked
my husband to come along so that he could
seethegreat work that was being done at the
Wildlife Care center. When we arrived,
Cheryl told me that she needed assistance
releasing two animalsback into thewild that
evening. Onewas a skunk and the other a4
day-old fawn. They both had to be released
to different areas outside of the basin.

The4 day-old fawn wasbrought to LTWC ear-
lierintheday. Thefawnwasfound by somepeoplein
AlpineCounty. It wassitting onthesideof theroad by
itself. The peoplewho had found it decided that it must
have been abandoned by itsmother. They brought the
fawntothe LTWC.

Based ontheinformation givento LTWC and by
the way the fawn was acting, it was clear to LTWC
that thefawn had not been abandoned, but was merely
waiting for itsmother whileshewent to get food. Ac-
cording to LTWC, the common practiceisthat deer
motherswill tell their young to sit and wait whilethey
gather food. Theyoung deer isvery obedient and will
wait hoursfor itsmother toreturn.

With my being asales/marketing personand my
husband an engineer wedid not exactly haveextensve
experiencerdeasing animasintothewild. Soof course
wesaid wewould releasethefawn. Although expect-
ingananimal carrying case or something, Tomwalked
out of LTWCwiththefawntucked under hisarmlikea
football.

Theyoung fawn wasgivento usand weplaced
her on some blankets on the floor of our truck. We
droveto the spot where the fawn was picked up. We
carried thefawnto aplace safely away from theroad.
Aswe carried her, she belted out criesthat I’ m sure
could beheard along way away, hopefully by itsmother.
It was heartbreaking to leavethelittlefawninsuch a
vast and imposing environment when it wasso small
andvulnerable, especidly whenit tried tofollow usback
tothecar.

We ran back to the truck and drove approxi-
mately 200 feet away. We hid in the back of our ve-

hicle aswe wanted to see if the mom would come
around. Miraculoudly, after about 30 minutes, adoe
showed up a ong theridgetop- thefawn’smother!

Nothing was more rewarding than to see the
reunion between fawn and mother. What agreat op-
portunity and experiencefor usboth. Theending to
this story was very happy and agreat lesson to be
learned. If youfindafawnhidingintheforest, please
do not touch it or removeit fromitsenvironment un-
lessyou see adeceased doeinthevicinity. Thefawn
ismerely obeying itsparent and staying put until her
return.

ThisGreat-Horned Owl cameto LTWC latein
thesummer withaconcussion, unabletofly, therefore,
unableto hunt for food to stay dive. After afew weeks
of Cheryl’s good cooking and aroof over his head
every night, hewasreleased back tothewildin early
November. Justintimetoo. Thefirst snowfall came
about oneweek after therelease.




TheBAT

by Cheryl Millham, LTWC’sExec. Dir.

L atein the afternoon of November 14",
| received a call about a bat! Getting a call
about abat isNOT that unusual. But THIS
story was. It goeslikethis.

A bat wasinahouseflying aroundfor two nights.
According to theman who called me, they had aCa-
thedral ceiling and the bat roosted up on one of the
huge beams. He got along board to knock the bat
down, and then took it outsideto fly away. The next
morning, the bat wasstill there, “ontheground”. He
figured something waswrong. That'swhen hecalled
LakeTahoeWildlifeCare.

Theman said hewould NOT bring thebat tothe
center becauseitwas“TOO FAR”! Hesaid that he
had been working with alady onabear probleminhis
neighborhood and * maybe’ shewould comeand get it
andtakeit to the center.

The'lady’ hewasreferringtowasBEAR League
volunteer Mary Kay Frazee. Oh, by theway, Mary
Kay isALSO avolunteer with Lake Tahoe Wildlife
Carel

Soon, thedoorbell rang and Mary Kay had the
bat. | put onapair of cotton glovesand took the bat
out of thecardboard box fromwhichit wastransported.

It wasaBig Brown Bat and beautiful! Fortu-
nately, both wingswereintact and thewing web was
ingreat condition. | also verified that both legswere
functioning properly.

THEN - - - when | moved my gloved hand, there
wasblood onit. Sinceit wasn’t coming from hisbody,
welooked at hishead. Thebat wasbleeding fromits
ears. When theman said he‘knocked' the bat down
with aboard, he obviously wasNOT gentleabout it
and must have belted him hard to causebleeding inthe
head.

It madeMary Kay and | sick to our stomachsto
seethisbat so injured when the bat had done NOTH-
ING to thisman to cause such immature treatment.

The bat was given somewater to rehydrate and
ajuicy meaworm. Hmmmmmm, Hmmmmmm good!

What makesthis so sad isthat when doorsare
left open and abat suddenly appears, itis‘ most likely’
alost youngster, withits primary concern of making a

safe escape.

(Continued on page 14)

Did You Know?

by Bob Dietz, LTWC Board Member Emeritus

OSPREY footpads have spicules(rough, coarse,
beard-like pads) for grasping dlippery fish.

A powerful grip ontoo large of afish can pull under
AND DROWN an OSPREY. Itisasoknownas
Fish Hawk, SeaHawk or Fish Eagle.

RED-TAILED HAWK Shave phenomena eyesight.
They can spot ameadow mouse or volefrom 100
feet, then, comedowninapower-divefor their
medl.

“BALDE" isOldeEnglish, means‘white', asin
BALD EAGLE.

BALD EAGLESarefound whenthefishingisgood.
They aso attack waterfowl and frequently pirate
mealsfrom other fisher birds. Dead fishand carrion
are“easy pickins’ for BALD EAGLES.

Notefromtheauthor: Seemslikeif we reshort of
BALD EAGLES, wecould just shavethe heads of
some of thoseothers! 2?2 This* probably’ hasnot

beentried before.

OWL Seyesarefixedinther sockets so they must
rotate their headsand can do so up to 270 degrees

tolook around (Whooo givesahoot?)

OWL S can hear amouse step on atwig up to 75
feet away or detect avoleunder the snow.

AnOWLSONLY predator is- - - - man!

STELLER’ SJAY Snot only eat seeds, insectsand
berries, BUT, also small birdsand evenfrogs.

Just thought youwould liketo know!




2005 Fund Raising Raffle Winners

It all began back when LTWC used to havean Annual Golf for Wildlife Tourmanment. Wehad full
fieldsof 144, offered a nicelunch following golf and gave away prizes. Then, it ocurred tous. Why not
allow moreof our supporter stotakeadvantage of all thesewonder ful prizes??? So, weoffered thegolfers
achanceat the grand prize (atrip or something comparable) and sold ticketsto supporterswho were
interested in helping the organization. After our last golf tour nament, wedecided to continueon with the
raffle- onitsown merit. Over thepast 13 year s, wehaveawar ded morethan 1,000 prizesto our wonder ful
supporters-YOU - and wethank you for your continued support of our or ganization.

Congratulationstothisyear swinnersand Thank You to theindividualsand businesseswho contrib-
uted such wonder ful prizesfor thisyear’sraffle. Without AL L of you, thisevent would not nor could not
take place.

Our goal istoraise$10,000 annually from theraffle. Thisyear, wetook in morethan $11,500, which
wasthe4th most initshistory. That tellsusthat YOU likeit enough to support it. Which meanswe will
continueon with thismethod of raising fundsfor theserviceweprovide.

Again, thank you for your support and wewill seeyou in 2006!

DONOR Winner's Name DONOR Winner's Name
Action Watersports Barry Noble MileHigh Fishing Charters Karla Peuler
Action Watersports Robert Anderson Mott Canyon Bob Blaney
Aspen Hollow Dr.Su Bittman New York Pizza Winnie Costdlo
Aspen Hollow Bobbi Rutherdale Overland Meats Barbara Ritchin
Backfence Sew & So Julie Horbach Performance Sleds Ralph Anglea
BeaconBar & Grill Beverly Morris Port of Subs Tony Trader
BeaconBar & Grill Alpine Animal Hospital Port of Subs Loi Herman
Bert'sCafé Jannette Fager Ronnie Cameron Steve Lannen
Bijou Furniture Outlet Sundi  Ashenfelter, DVM Scuza'son Ski Run Cala Hernandez
Burger King Dardl Schue Sessions Sharon Bowman
Burger King Ellen Camacho SVEN-ELEVEN J Otto
Burger King Robert Brunald SVEN-ELEVEN Steve Melendes
Burger King Yvonne Leppien SVEN-ELEVEN Robert Zerrilla
Burger King Kathreen Cecil ShorelineCafé Steve Leman, MD
Cabin Fever Royce Foster, MD Sierra-at-Tahoe Davey Paiva
Chevy’s- Fresh Mex John Donmoyer Sierra-at-Tahoe Gay Oien
Chevy’s- Fresh Mex Monique Azevedo Simpson’s Diamond House Carol Badwin
Embassy Suites Jay Simpson SoY Fireplace Kevin Willitts, DVM
Ernie's Coffee Shop Linda VanBuskirk Steamer’sBar & Grill Walt Currier
Freshies Restaurant Mary Miller Steamer’sBar & Grill Robin Little
Grizzly’sMtn Furnishings Bob Rutherdale Steamer’sBar & Grill Donna Lightholder
Harrahs Lake Tahoe Wayne Kusick Sub Station Déli Jennifer Perasso
Harrahs Lake Tahoe Marietta Christofferson Tahoe Flyfishing Ouitfitters Paul Major
Heavenly Ski Resort Jasmine Gouvela Tahoe Paradise Golf Course  Sherry Brown
Heavenly Ski Resort Pat Rahbeck Tahoe Paradise Golf Course Greg Tischler
Ken'sTires Donna Silva Tep'sVillaRoma Carol Taylor

L T Coin, wlry & Loan Serafin Castro, Jr. Video Library Levon Touryan
Lake Tahoe Golf Course Ron Block VideoLibrary Patty Summers
LakeTahoeWinter Experience  June Bennett Video Library Richard Thomson
Lilly’sFirestone Tim Stockton VideoLibrary Sophie Waldie
Long's Drug Store Jess Smith VideoLibrary Sam Miller
Magic Carpet Golf Jonna Moraes Wal-Mart Michad Melas
Midas Auto Service Center Reba Bry Wal-Mart Jerry  Rivera




Sea Ducks at Tahoe?

by Lori Ross, LTWC Board Member

Inthe summer of 2004, an‘ orphaned’
baby duckling was brought to LTWC from
the Meyers area. It was determined that
the baby was a Goldeneye, but not certain
if it was a Common or Barrow’s.

Upon further research, | realized that
the baby wasa*‘SeaDuck’! When grown,
it would be diving to great depthsfor shell-
fish, mollusks, etc. (out in the Pacific
Ocean).

| set off to the pet store for meal-
wormsand they had only VERY large ones.
| quickly chopped some up to add to the
water dish, a ong with green mossand duck
mash. | then tried to force the baby to
slurp this concoction as often as | could
that first night. | realized that the baby was
goingto bedifficult toraise, et aloneteach
how to dive for mollusks.

Success!!! The baby madeit through
that first night!

Thenext day | called the people who
turned (the duck) in for more information
and details on where the baby was found.
| studied in the bird book and asked my
friend, Marianne, if shewould go onahike
after work with the baby and me.

| put a bunch of warmed cloths into
asmall covered bucket. In went the baby
and the three of us set out to find some
adult Goldeneyes—maybe, hopefully, this
baby’s own family. Most ducks will not
accept other orphans.

We met up with the person who found
the baby and got some directions down to
awillow covered creek inthewoods. This
area was too dense for us to get into and
we saw no signs of other ducks. “Where
do we go from here?’ | asked.

“Let’shead toward Osgood Swamp”,
Marianne suggested. We continued along,
listened for ducks and explored all stand-
ing water along the way. We found a few
grown ducks, but NO Goldeneyes! How
far would we have to go?

L ater, we cameupon alarge, open area
of dead snags with nesting holes in many
of them. The baby began a high-pitched
chirping likel had never heard before. The
trailsled in many directionsfrom here. We
kept to the right, hopefully to find the
swamp. It was getting on towards dusk
now. Were we even on the right path???

As we continued up and into woods
more dense, the baby began chirping inthe
bucket and was somersaulting or pirouet-
ting —it seemed. | didn’'t peek, as| didn’t
want the baby to get cold. We could only
guess what the baby was up to, but took
note that we might be on theright track. It
appeared to be a happy response and ex-
citement. “Let’shurry!”

Aswe neared the swamp, we kept to
theright, but couldn’t get closeto the ducks
we could see as they were way out there -
across the water. What species were these
ducks??? Yes. They had purple heads.
They were Barrow’s Goldeneyes!

Apparently, they come to Tahoe in
spring to nest in the snags and nest boxes
around Osgood Swamp. Then, they teach
their young to forage and dive for insects
on and under the water. They then spend
their winters off of the coast of California

“Backtrack — Find a way to the wa-
ter.” Wedid and emerged into asmall clear-
ing. Directly across from us, some adults
were dip feeding near a large rock jutting
out of the water. | approached the water’s
edgein anticipation, but visibility waslim-
ited — due to trunks and branches.




“Here we go!” | reached into the
bucket to get a firm grasp on the baby and
brought him out to see. The baby gave out
afew loud chirps and got the immediate at-
tention of a few adults. It was time. |
plunged over knee deep in the murky water
and waded to get around the debris, hold-
ing the baby as high as | could.

“Here comes mom!” | said. “How
can you tell”?’ asked Marianne. “Watch”, |
said. Mom flew in directly to the front of
us so straight and fast. When she landed,
she began alow clucking sound. The baby
made verbal and eye contact. It was con-
firmed! | let the baby go swimming. He
swam as fast as he could and directly to-
wards mom. Then dad wason hisway. He
landed just to the other side of the baby.

The two adults surrounded the baby
and they chattered all the way back to the
jutting rock. What a story the baby was
telling hisparents. | think wewerejust smil-
ing alot (with afew tearsrunning down our
cheeks).

Thisnot-so ‘orphan’ baby would now
be taught foraging and proper diving tech-
niques under the watchful eyes of hisown,
loving parents.

Marianne and | enjoyed a very long,
but relaxing walk back to the car with happy
hearts (in the near dark), and | with very wet
shoes!

Sera-at-Tahoe
SNOWSPORTSWEEK
February 6 - 9, 2006

SKi Lift Tickets

$25

SNOW SPORTSWEEK

The 2005 SnowSports Week was the
most successful in its history.

What is SnowSports Week you ask???
That's afair question.

Very simply put, Sierra at Tahoe has
selected five non-profit organizations in
South Lake Tahoeto ‘ benefit’ from Sierra’s
generosity, with very little effort on the part
of the non-profits. They merely SELL ki
lift tickets — at a considerably reduced rate
— provided by Sierra, then, Sierra, in turn,
disperses acheck to each group. Last year,
each organi zation recelved more than $6,700
for their part in SnowSports Week.

THIS year, SnowSports Week will be
held February 6" — 9" (2006). The price
of the one day ski lift ticket will remainin-
tact at $25. How you use the tickets is up
to you. If you buy four tickets, for ex-
ample, you can ski for each of thefour days
yourself, OR, you and three other friends
can ski on one of the four days. Or, if you
prefer, you can split them up. They only
can be used on those dates and the dis-
counted tickets can NOT be purchased at
the resort.

Some of the businesses who will be
selling thetickets starting on January 9" will
be: 7-11, Kingsbury Grade; ColdStone
Creamery; Rainbow Mountain; SportsLTD
inthe Village Center; Tahoe Douglas Cham-
ber of Commerce; LTCC Bookstore; Sun-
rise Ski & Snowboard Rental; Meyers
Chevron; Sports LTD at the Y; New York
Pizza (Al Tahoe Blvd).

If you are askier and will bein Tahoe
thefirst full week of February, we hopeyou
will take advantage of this great deal and
help severa non-profit organizations, includ-
ing Lake TahoeWildlife Careaong theway.




ThePIGEON

by Cheryl Millham, LTWC’sExec. Dir.

On the Thursday before Halloween, |
got a call from a lady who worked at the
Tahoe Seasons, next to Heavenly ski re-
sort. She told me she had a BABY bhird.
“BABY hird???’ | said.

| informed her that BABY birds are
not hatched thistime of year and shesaid it
was a baby pigeon and she had it in a
Styrofoam coffee cup.

| told her | was on my way to the
stateline areaand | would stop by and pick
it up. She told me she would get it to the
valet parking office.

It had been snowing and raining and
so cold, | figured | had better get it picked
up soon, or it would die from lack of heat.

| also thought that it ‘ probably’ would
turn out to be a Mt. Chickadee or a
Nuthatch. Even though domestic pigeons
can hatch any time of year (unlike wild
birds), it's not likely and this would prob-
ably turn out to be a ‘domestic’ pigeon.
There are two species of pigeons in Lake
Tahoe. The Band-Tailed Pigeon and the
Rock Dove (whichisthe domestic pigeon).

The Band-Tailed Pigeon is the larger
of the two and the broad gray tip on the
fanned tail distinguishesthishird. It hasa
yelow bill, yellow feet and white neck bands.
They areusually found in large flocks.

The Rock Dove (domestic pigeon or
park pigeon) is the most common and is
found on farm yards and city parks. It has
awhite rump and adark terminal tail band
with dark, reddish feet and adark bill.

When | pulled into valet at the Sea-
sons and told them | wasthereto pick up a
baby bird, they handed meavery small sized

Inthispicture, theRock Doveisjust 5daysold!

Styrofoam cup. Inside, | found a baby —
half frozen, just hatched — Rock Dove! The
insulated cup was doing what it was sup-
posed to do. It was‘insulating’ the COLD,
keeping the bird cold. So, | turned the car
heater on high and put the Squab (aterm for
baby pigeons) in some Kleenex right under
the heat.

When | got back to the wildlife center,
| set the baby up on a heating pad. He was
so stiff and cold, | was afraid it wastoo late
and that thewarmth of the heating pad would
not reviveit.

4 Y5 hours later, | had a hungry, peep-
ing little Squab — begging for food. What a
joy to seeit eating and acting like a normal
baby. The baby was so young and its crop
was so tiny, | was only able to feed it ¥z cc
EVERY % hour.

As of November 30", the baby isfully
feathered, eats every two hours and is al-
most to the point of self feeding.

What a joy it has been. Twice, Tom
and | went out of town and one of our vol-
unteers, Jennifer Mendonca‘ pigeon’ sat for
me. The baby got to go to pre-school and
hopefully taught alot of small children how
wonderful alittle bird’slife can be.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

Just areminder that the NWRA (Na-
tional Wildlife Rehabilitators A ssociation)
annual symposumwill be‘fairly’ closethis
year in Costa Mesa, CA, (whichisjust a
day’s drive from Lake Tahoe) in Orange
County.

[twill beheldMarch 7- 11 at the Costa
MesaHilton. Inaddition to the warmth of
Southern California (as compared to the
cool temperatures of Lake Tahoe in
March), Costa Mesa offers the Happiest
Place on Earth — Disneyland — beaches
and is just an hour’s drive from San Di-
ego. We would highly recommend that
you plan to attend this conference to ex-
pand your knowledge on the science of
wildliferehabilitation.

You canvisit their web sitesby going
to OUR home page: www.ltwc.org.

A littlemoregrown up, in thispicture, the Rock
Doveisnow 5weeksold and beginningto ‘ peck’
at food. Heisdoing quitenicely, Thank you!

OR, go directly to NWRA's site:

www.nwrawildlife.org

When wildlife rehab was new, it was
essential that the groups spoke with each
other and shared ideas about things which
DID work and those which DID NOT!
Back then, it was mostly trial and error.
Oh yes, there till istrial and error today,
BUT, intoday’sworld, with computersand
newsletters, the word gets out to many,
rather than just afew.

This is where the NWRA and the
IWRC comein. These are two organiza-
tionswhose sole purposeisto bridge these
gaps among rehab organizations so that
EVERY ONE can be knowledgeable, in-
stead of just one or two.

The National Wildlife Rehabilitators
Association (NWRA) AND thelnternationa
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC)
work with wildlife groups and individuals
to help produce papers on amyriad of sub-
ject matterswithinthewildliferehab field.
A paper isinformation produced by a per-
son or an organi zation on (usually) one sub-
ject matter. It could be something VERY
specific such as Lyme Disease, which is
mostly specific to ticks on fawns (baby
deer). Or, it could be something general
such as raising raccoons or Steller’sjays.

The bottom line is that we share our
information with others, so we ALL can
become more knowledgeable and do what
we are here to do — SAVE THE LIVES
OF WILDLIFE! Our NUMBER ONE
GOAL is to release — back to the wild —
thewildlifewhich has been entrusted to us
by the public which we serve.

Become more knowledgeable and at-
tend a conference!
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Boatsfor Sale

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

Ever thought of yourself, sitting out in
a boat on Lake Tahoe in July and August,
enjoying the beautiful scenery, soaking up
the sun, wondering what the ‘ poor’ people

aredoing withtheir time???

Well, havewegot aded for you!! LakeTahoe
Wildlife Careisfortunateto havevery generoussup-
portersand in November, one of our supporterstold
usthat shewanted to donate her 18’ ChrisCraft bow
rider boat, with tandem axletrailer! | asked her to
stop twisting my arm. | had already made up my
mind to accept her generous offer. After al, who
wouldn’t??? Thisisatremendousopportunity toraise
somefundsfor LTWC, AND give someonelooking
for aboat agreat dedl, dl at thesametime. See. We
not only helpwildlife, BUT, weaso hel p people!

So, wearenow inthe positionto sell thisboat
to someonewhoislooking for avery nice, well-kept,
260 hp MerCruiser stern drive Chris Craft (fiber-
glass) boat. We had quite adiscussion at the board
meeting asto whether or not we should sdll it, think-
ing that thereare* many’ timeswe need to go out on
thelakeand ‘MAY BE’ we should keep it for our-
selves. But, then camer mindsprevailed and weall
agreed that the boat should be sold for the best inter-
est of theorganization.

Officially. We havea 1987, 18’ Chris Craft
bowrider with a 260 hp MerCruiser engine and a
tandem axletrailer. Thesdling pricefor thisboat is
$6,000.

Also, asmany of you are aware, wearevery
involvedwiththeBEAR League. Infact, Cheryl isa
member of their Board of Directorsamd wasaChar-
ter Board Member. About the sametime LTWC
received thisgenerousdonation, theBEAR League
also received aboat asadonation.

Their donationisal9 Century boat, 1979 and
inexcellent condition. 1t aso comeswith aboat cover
and atandem axletrailer andis powered by a260 hp
MerCruiser sterndrive. Thesdlling priceis$5,500.

If YOU areinterested (in either boat), just call
LakeTahoeWildlife Careat 530-577-2273. BOTH
of these arethe deals of alifetime- - - PLUS, you
will be helping two good causes.

Lifetime Bald Eagle Members

As we mentioned in previous issues, we have new
membership ‘clubs’. However, those supporters who
were members of the Bald Eagle (Life Member) club,
will remain Life Members and we appreciate their
support. Listed below are those people who contrib-
uted $1,000 or more in a 12-month period of time.
Thank You. You will always be in our Bald Eagle
Club!

Jim and Ethelmae Haldan Michelle and Perry O’Dell

Willette Strong Suzanne McDowell
Don Henley Robert I. Wishnick Foundation
JaneKenyon Sierra Pacific Power Co.
Josette Denton Tahoe Mountain Milers

Robert M. Lee Foundation
Rob and Chris St. James
Tony and Beth Sears

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Lane
Larry and Julie Moore

Bob and SueRutherdale
Mickey Dugdale

Calif. SierraState ParksAssn.
City of South Lake Tahoe
CaesarsTahoe Dealers

Jack and Mary L ou Cassingham
LakeTahoeKiwanisSunrisers

Mandy Davisand Rodney Volkmar

Pete and Diana Mountanos

Gloria Bourke
Doni and Jim Glassmaker
Jarrod and Brennan Davis Harrah's Tahoe
BankAmerica Foundation Estate of Alice Valla
Tilton Family Foundation Randy’s Locksmith - Greg Cattoni

Kirk and Lynda Gillaspey

WEBSITE

Did you know that L ake Tahoe Wildlife
Care has aWeb site???

Itis: www.ltwc.org.

We hopeyou would take afew momentsto take
alook at our new, updated Web site. If you know of
anyonewho isinterested in what we do, pleasedirect
themtothislocation. Wearein the process of getting
moreand moreinformation for youto seewiththebirds
and animalswearecaringfor. Also, thiswill beaway
for newcomersto seewhat LTWC isall about.

Wewouldliketo thank Karen Johnsonwith First
TracksProductionsfor volunteering her timeto over-
haul and implement current information onthesite. We
areintheprocessof putting AL L of thepast Quill News-
lettersonline,

Wehopeyoulikewhat you see. Karen hasdone
awonderful job and she hasnew ideaswhich wewill
work onimplementing, soyou MUST stay tuned. As
you will see, we have many pictures of thebirdsand
animalswehavecaredfor.
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NEW LOCATION
Wherewill it be?

This is a subject that our Board has
been dealing with for 11 years and we will
continue to deal with it until we find a new
location and have a new home for LTWC.

In 1995, werealized that our neighbor-
hood was growing, far beyond where we
thought it would go when we moved herein

1983.

We have beentryingtoidentify asite (or sites)
where LTWC would be ableto further carry out its
planto rehab orphaned and injured wildlifeAND have
anoperaiond Educationd Center whichwouldinclude
aplacefor permanent carewild birdsand animal s of
theHigh Sierra

At thistime, we haveidentified two very prob-
ablesteswhich wefed would adequately support the
szeand surroundingswe have beenlookingfor. IDE-
ALLY, wewouldlike something about 25 acresto con-
struct al of theneeded facilitiesfor thisnew ‘Wildlife
Park & Rehab Center”. However, until wefind the
ideal location and get the required funding, wewill
continuetolook at al possihilities.

(Web Site - Continued from page 12)

NEW isthetab for our STORE! We havet-
shirts, jackets, denim shirts, posters, magnetsand the
25" Anniversary totebags. Inaddition, onthe Web
site, you can make adonation, become an Honorary
Member or renew your Active or Honorary mem-
bership.

We also have a page dedicated to ‘Links' to
other organizationswe network with. Therearea so
pagesfor News, Events, Photo Gallery and I njured
Wildlife. And, NOW, ontheWeb site, isour NEW
LTWClogo. We havethenew logo onalapel pinfor
just a$b donation. Wewill have‘more’ itemsaswe
get closer to summer. Stay tuned.

We are anxiousto hear what you haveto say
about the new Web site. Please, send usyour ideas
on how wecan makeit better. Karenisvery opento
suggestionsand usually hasan excellent ideaon how
to accomplish thetasksbefore her.

For suggestions, please send them to:

tom@Itwc.org

Thefirst property isthe Echo Creek estates, at
the base of Old Meyersgrade. Itis16 acresand al-
ready hasa 3500 sg. foot house and some major ex-
cavation already completed, including drain pipes.
Theownersof the property arewillingtowork withus
inregardsto purchasing the property, including carry-
ing back some of the purchasepriceat nointerest for a
short term. Itisonanincline, whichisnot too steep
and is adjacent to Echo Creek. The property islo-
cated about Vamilefrom Highway 50, just off of South
Upper Truckee. The good thing about thisparcel is
that isavailablefor immediate use, as soon asrehabili-
tation cagesarebuilt.

The other property is where the old Meyers
Dump used to be (off of Pioneer Trall, directly across
from ElksClub Drive). Therearesomelega matters
at thistime, but many government people are doing
what they can to settle these matters. Thereare 25
acresat thissite, with another 7 acreson aparcel ad-
jacent and directly tothewest. Thisisactually thesize
wewereoriginally looking for, which would give us
about 5 plusacresfor therehab facility and another 25
plusacresfor theWildlife Park and educational center.

In addition, at the JPA meeting in November,
several thingsabout the old Meyers Dump sitecame
up. (JPA means Joint PowersAuthority, whichismade
up of onerepresentativefrom each; City of South Lake
Tahoe, El Dorado County and Douglas County.) The
most important oneto LTWC, wasthe agreement to
fund $25,000 for aFeasibility Study for the ' possibil-
ity’ of moving LTWC tothissite. Also, word came
down that the Forest Service hasmentioned that they
will now —at |east — be receptive to accepting a Spe-
cia UsePermit Applicationfor alongterm useof the
property. The JPA also agreed that they need an Ex-
ecutive Director to work with thethree governmental
entitieswhich compriseit. PART of thenew director’s
dutieswill betowork on the concept of moving LTWC
tothesite. All three of these are extremely positive
and exciting aswelook for anew location for LTWC.

So, at thistime, we are pursuing both parcels
and arelooking for ass stance from community mem-
bers, whichwouldinclude, but not limited to, finances,
planning, utilities, building, landscaping andretail. Ob-
vioudy, what LTWC*will be', iscongderably different
that what ‘weare’ now. Itisvery excitingto beapart
of thisprocess. If you areinterestedin helping out,
now or in the future, please send an e-mail to;
tom@ltwc.org and let usknow.

Here'stothefuture!
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(Bat - Continued from page 6)

Our bat was put on heat in abucket with a soft
cloth. It wanted to hang, but wasunableto, duetothe
headinjury.

Thebat had been very vocal thewholetimewe
were working withiit. 1t had been so badly treated
andinjured, it felt ANY human wasitsenemy.

Thenext morning, | wassurprisedtofindit il
alive, BUT, | noticed, as| hadto getit out to giveit
food and water, that just being handled, hewould go
into convulsionsand would cry out in pain! It was
timeto St thebrown bat in acontainer wherefood and
water would beavailabletoitand | wouldn't haveto
hold it any more.

Later, on the 2" day, | put together the ‘ net’
cage, for the bat. 1 went to get the bat out of the
bucket and noticed it was hanging upsidedown onthe
cloth, whichtold mehewasdoing better. (Thisiswhat
they are‘ supposed’ todol!)

When | put the bat into his*new’ container, it
crawled between the hanging towel sand heating pads
andwasinanormal position.

That night, Dr. KevinWillitts (of AlpineAnimal
Hospital) gavethe bat acheckup. Thebleeding had
stopped the day before and Dr. Willitts said the bat
was|ooking good, to keep up with the same care and,
withtime, it should hedl.

Three days ater, the bat wasflying in the net
cage. So, that night, | took the cage up totheclinic
and unzipped thetop. | did plug intheheating pad as
| placed it out on the upper deck, just in casethe bat
didn’t feel good enoughtofly away.

The next morning, | went up to check out the
cageand | couldn’tfind thebat! | just hoped the bat
learned to stay OUT of houses!

What should Y OU doif you have abat flying
around Y OUR house???

They should be kept IN sight while all doors
leading to other partsof the house are closed, thereby
isolatingitinasingleroom. THEN, if possible, win-
dowsor doorsto the OUTSIDE of the house should
be opened so the bat can depart on good terms and
onitsown.

You do not need to turn off thelightsto be suc-
cessful at thistask.

| Fyou have NO outside opening, thereisamore
direct approach to hastening thebatsexit. If you have
amesh net, likeabutterfly net, available, swing it—
GENTLY —from behind the bat to avoid detection.
Otherwise, wait until the bat lands and approach it
dowly toavoid frightening it back intoflight. (Notice
wesadfrightenIT, NOT frightenY OU!)

Then, clamp asmall box or coffee can over it
and slideapiece of cardboard—GENTLY —under
the container to ‘trap’ the bat inside. You also can
catchitinatowe or gloved hands.

It may bitein self-defensewhen grabbed, BUT,
not through leather work glovesor snow gloves.

RELEASE THEBAT OUTDOORS!

Under standing thefear of bats!

Bats are feared ONLY to the extent that they
aremisunderstood. InAmerica, wherebatsare small
and difficult to observe, they areoftenintensely feared
and persecuted. Our ignoranceisfrequently embel-
lishedwith agreat dedl of ‘ myth’ and supertition.

For exampl e, peoplebelievebatsareblind and
that they become entangled in people’shair. NEI-
THER of theseistrue.

Batsat Lake Tahoeareinsectivores. They eat
ONLY mosquitoesand moths!

Although abat flying around aroom often ap-
pearsto bedisplaying an attacking type of movement,
anyonewho standstill for amoment will quickly learn
better.

To understand thereason for the bat’ s apparent
‘swoops’ at your head, just put yourself in the same
dtuationandimagingthat Y OU arethepilot of asmal
arplane.

You cross the room having to make a U-turn
each timeyou cometo acorner. Whenyou makethe
turn, you must cometo avirtual STOP, causingastall.
And, as any pilot knows, you must quickly swoop
downward to regain flight speed and control.

The bottom of the swoop will occur near the
middle of theroom, where observersaremost likely
tobeganding. This, of course, is* atacking’ and, given
most peopl€e’s pre-conceived ideas of batsasvicious,
they run before discovering that the bat would have
steered around themiif they had just stood still.

Please! Alwaysremember; bat’sjust want to
eat bugs- NOT PEOPLE! Whenthey getintotrouble,
likesquirrels, raccoonsand bears, they just need alittle
timeat thewildlife center and thenthey areontheir
way tolivingfreeagain.
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LTWC's 2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS!

January 10th  Board of DirectorsMeeting- 7pm @ LTWC center.

ALL Board Meetingsarenow the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except Juneand August) @ LTWC.
June 3rd& 4th  28th Annual Training Seminar (Date Tentative- Subject to Change)
July 30th LTWC OpenHouse

August 12th & 13th  21st Annual Great Gatsby Festival @ Tallac Historic Site- Fund Raiser
October 7th& 8th  17th Annual Kokanee Festival @ L ake TahoeVisitor’sCenter

October 15th  Annual Volunteer Recognition Luncheon @ LTWC - 12noon

(Theprevioustwo datesare Tentativeand both are subject to change.)

Do you haveacar, boat or other vehicle, in good working condition, you are considering trading in on anew one? Instead of trading
inyour old(er) vehicle, why don’t you donateit to L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care and receive atax deduction.

If thisis something you are considering, then just call LTWC at 530-577-2273 and ask for help in your contribution.

In the past three years, LTWC has received nearly $20,000 for vehicles which have been received by contributors.

Other ways you can help LTWC in the future isto consider leaving a bequest. We were recently received a donation because we
were named in awill and several others have told us we are mentioned in their willsaswell. Thisisone way to assure our long range
financial success.

We have been working with the orphaned and injured wild birdsand animalsin and around the L ake Tahoe Basin for 24 years. Our
success is due to support from our volunteers in the form of financial support, hours served and spreading the word.

For those of you who have been working ‘with’ usin the past, we thank you. For those of you who have thought of working with
us, why not make 2002 the year to make acommitment.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION!

Active(ONLY thosewho havetakenthetraining class.) Honor ary (Thosewhowishto help out financialy)

Our “Club” Program.
Select your choice of either your favorite wild bird or animal, or the amount of your contribution.
Black Bear $10,000 Beaver $300 Your selectionis:
M er ganser $150
Bobcat ¥5,000 Red-Tailed Hawk  $100
Bald Eagle $2,500
Raccoon $65
Golden Eagle $1,000 Fawn $35 Club Name
Great-Horned Owl $500 Seller’sJay $20 3
Areyou an Active or Honorary member ? Active Honorary Amount of Contribution
Name: Phone:
Mailing
Address: City: State: Zip:

Mail thisform with your Tax-Deductible donation to:

L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.
1485 Cherry Hills Circle

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921
530-577-CARE

15




LTWC ‘Club Members’

Listed below are those supporters of LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE who have contributed (during a 12 month period of
time) in an Extra Special Way. You will notice, inthe* M ember ship Infor mation Form’ (page 11), thevarious‘ Clubs” which
individuals or families can contribute. Would you like to see your name added to these lists? We sure would! Please help usto

“Give Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”

Black Bear Bald Eagle

($10,000 Donation) (35,000 Donation) ($2,500 Donation)

Peteand Diana M ountanos
Anonymous Estate of Alice Valla Mr.and Mrs.L.W. Lane
Harveys/HarrahsL ake Tahoe

Drew and Car ol Rutter

Golden Eagle Great-Horned Owl

($1,000 Donation) ($500 Donation)
Robert M. LeeFoundation

19.1 “Giving Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”

Christmas 2005
\&

: Kevin & Kathryn Schaller Ron and Jan Cook
Egrbr?/r;?]dcglrjllisesl\/.l \(])?;nees Mike, Lesley & Sta(_:i Furtado Rick Ahlswede
Kirk and Lvnda Gil Georgeand Jan Smith BarbaraKucala
Ifkand Lynda®l a§pey . Pat Banner Dr. MireyaOrtega
Greg Cattoni - Randy’sL ocksmith Mikeand Char maine Pape Ron Cline
Jennifer Randall - Youth Develop. Fdn.  gichard and Dana Smith-Miller EvieViera
Betsy Cohen McL aneand AdelleTilton Dave | senberg
Willette Strong Dr. Randy Watson Christensen Automotive
Caesars Tahoe Dealer’s Bill and JonnaHutt Don and K ay Edwards
TahoeL eaguefor Charity Jimand LindaMueller Cliff Hansen
\_Johnand Cari Smonsen CarlaYant Howardand LindaL ewisPerry )
/ )
L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc. —
(530) 577-CARE Organization,
1485 Cherry Hills Circle US Postage Paid
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921 South '-g‘gflgghoer CA
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED e

16



