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Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

River Otter

by Cheryl Millham, LTWC Exec. Dir

It all started on May 4™ 2004, when | received
a phone cal from a long time rehab friend, Jay
Holcomb. First thing he said wasdo you remember
me. Jay was one of the team memberswho accred-
ited LTWC (Lake TahoeWildlife Care) in1993. How
could| forget him!

Wl thereason hecalledwastoask LTWCif
wewould bewilling to takeababy river otter, rehab it
andreleaseitinariver otter habitat. Jay knowswe
aretheonly rehab center with ariver otter rehab cage
that was constructed just for thisone species. They
need to learn alot of lessons beforethey can bere-
leased with even adight chanceof survivinginthewild.

; ; ) This River Otter is 2 1/2 weeks old, almost half way through her
It's hard to only raise one baby of any species - so Raising and thefirst part of Rehabilitation. THEN, shewill gotothe

many calsweremadeto many rehab centers, but no final stage of “Rehabilitation”, out to the pen where she has three

. . different pools and learns how to swim and eat different types of
other baby river ofters turned up. So our little one food. River Otters cannot enter water (river or otherwise) until they

wasto beraised onitsown. are THREE MONTHS OLD! They stand the chance of getting
Therecord showed theriver otter wasborn pneumoniawhich would very likely befatal! Thiskid was released
[ i ' in late October 2004.
around A pril 26th, inaconstruction zone, whereland infate Sctober

was being cleared to build track homes. A back hoe

backed up over the bank of awater canal and de- IN THIS ISSUE!

stroyed itsden. The mother river otter was moving )

her babiesand didn’ t come back for thelast one. It River Otter Front Page
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then turned over to the I nternational Bird Rescue Re- Bob’sBarometer Page 3

search Center in Suisun City. It wascared for by a Bear Cubs _ Page 4
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SECRETARY’'SWHITE-OUT
by Tom Millham, LTWC Secretary/Treasurer

APPRECIATION
FROM EDC BOS

W, | guesswearenot donewith our dealings
with the EI Dorado County Boar d of Supervisors.
(In caseyou werewondering, that iswhat the EDC BOS
standsfor inthetitle).

Once ayear, the Board is required to meet in
eechof thefivedidricts. Wdll, obvioudy, sincethecounty
officesin Placervillearein ONE of thedidtrictsthat means
that the Board must meet in the other Four Districts.
South L ake Tahoe representsthe‘ majority’ of one of
thosedigtricts. Our County Supervisor for DigtrictV is
Dave Solaro. (Now you have had your history lesson
for theday.)

TheBoard scheduled their meeting for District
V on Tuesday, September 21% this year, at the Lake
Tahoe Golf Course Club House. L ake TahoeWild-
life Car ewasasked to send at | east onerepresentative
tothemeseting. (And here, | thought wewere donejump-
ingthroughdl their hoops. Oh, silly me.)

WEell, | amsilly, because THIStime, the Board
wanted to present LTWC with aCertificate of Appre-
ciation. It wasavery nice gesture by the Board to do
thisfor thework LTWC hasdonefor themany yearsof

Supervisor Dave Solaro presents Certificate of Recognition to

LTWC Secretary/Treasurer, Tom Millham at Lake Tahoe Golf
Course, September 12, 2004.
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service. Followingtheir luncheonwiththe SLT City
Council, the Board reconvened at the LTWC Center so
each of them could get, first hand, an up closeview of
the caging and facilitiesAND, could see exactly what
wedoinour attempt to Raise, Rehabilitate and Release
thewildlifeentrusted tous.

We arevery grateful to the Board for thisrec-
ognition and | am very pleased to share with you the
wording onthe Certificate.

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

Presented to Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care. On behalf
of the citizens of ElI Dorado County, the Board of
Supervisors would like to specially recognize and
commend the Executive Director, Mrs. Cheryl
Millham, the volunteers and the board of directors
of the Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc. for your un-
tiring commitment to the rescue and rehabilitation
of wildlife. Thank you for all you do.

Supervisor Dave Solaro, Digtrict V, Lake Tahoe
Dates: September 21, 2004

El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
Meeting, South Lake Tahoe




Change of Address

Asamatter of information,

LAKETAHOEWILDLIFE CAREIisinthe
processof having AL L mail and parcelsdeliveredto
the street address;

1485 Cherry HillsCircle,
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921.

If youstill areusing the
P O Box 10557,
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158-3557,

itwill only beused for the next 6 months. After
that, all mail, for a12 month period of time, will be
‘forwarded’ to the street address. So, weask for you
to please update your address book to have dl mail go
tothe street address.

Thesameisfor Tom and Cheryl Millham’s
‘persond’ mail.

P O Box 7675,
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158-0675

hasalready been closed out. All mail isSNOW
being forwarded to the Cherry HillsCircleaddress.
Wethank youfor you attention to thesechanges.

#""’F ;'"3? %

Wintertimein Lake Tahoe! Thereisnothing likethewhite, fresh
beauty after a snow storm has just dropped 6” of snow. The blue
skies show the storm has moved on and left ablanket of ‘white’ which
dictatesanew, clean beginning. Theclean, COLD air, the white snow
frozen on trees and shrubsis afeeling like nothing on earth.

by Bob Rutherdale, LTWC President

If you have never walked in Cheryl’s
shoes for even one day, you should. It'sa
real eye-opener. During the height of the baby
season, her day starts at dawn and doesn’t
end until late night; and that’sjust taking care
of birds, animals and volunteers. The phone
rings 24/7. With as many hours as she puts
in, the average person would quit.

| don’t believe many people know how
many presentations she gives each year. Re-
cently shegaveawonderful talk tothe BEAR
Leagueat their annual dinner with some great
videos. When you see her, it would bereally
niceif youwould takethetimetotell her how
much you appreciate all that she has donefor
LTWC intheir over the 27 years of existence.
| personally appreciate all she has done for
me while | was sick thisyear. With as many
hoursas she putsin, wearelucky, in our com-
munity, to have someone so knowledgeable
about the critters and with such high work
ethics. If that's not enough, Cheryl is aso
very active in the Kiwanis Club of Tahoe Si-
era

Cheryl did find sometimeto sit upstairs
in the clinic this summer and view the bear
cubs on the new video cameras that we pur-
chased thanks to a donation from Harrahs.
Our own Board member Kirk Gillaspey in-
stalled themfor us. Thisnot only gave Cheryl
alittle relaxation and enjoyment, it furthered
her knowledge about how cubs act and their
intelligence.

SOQOO0... agreat big “Thank You” from
me to Cheryl on ajob well done!




Serra-at-Tahoe
SnowsportsWeek

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care has been asked to
joinwithand assist four other local non-profit organiza
tionswith the Sierra-at-Tahoe Snowspor tsWeek.

The benefit allows skiersand boardersachance
to purchasean al day ski passat ‘Sierra’ for ONLY
$25.00! LTWC wasasked to participate with the 2005
renewal of thisevent which will be held in February,
fromthe 7"thruthe 10, Sierra-at-Tahoeinturnthen
makesadonation to those non-profit organizationsin-
volved with Snowspor tsWeek.

Inthelast few years proceedsfrom thisevent
hel ped purchase 20 automated externd defibrillatorsfor
community facilitiesand emergency vehiclesin both El
Dorado and Douglas counties. It a so funded scholar-
shipsat LTCC, and provided books, materialsand as-
sistance to children and students at the elementary,
middle, and high school levelsthrough the Lake Tahoe
Educational Foundation. The Lake Tahoe Educational
Foundation a so supported the Track renovation project
at South Tahoe Middle School whichwill provideadtate-
of-the-art track and fid d facility for theentire South Shore
community.

For Snowsports Week 2004, we received a
$2,000 after thefact donation and agreed to participate
with the2005 edition. Wewould liketo thank our friend,
John Rice, the Genera Manager of Sierraat Tahoe, for
inviting usto participatewiththisannud fundrasing event.
Thedonation wereceivewill gointo our general fund,
but amajor portion will be earmarked to fund new net-
tingfor theflight area. Thisisthenettedinareawhere
thelarger raptors(eagles, hawks, vulturesand owls) are
kept prior to either their releasetothewild, or their flight
exercise.

If you areaskier or boarder, and would to take
advantage of thisspecial offer, you can contact L ake
TahoeWildlife Careat 530-577-2273, or stop by our
center located at 1485 Cherry HillsCircle (off of Elks
Club Drive). At presstime, we do have TWO other
busi nesseswhich have committed to selling thesedis-
counted tickets. They are the Seven-Eleven on
Kingsbury Gradeand AlpineAnima Hospitd at the'Y’.

Thesetwo cubswerethefirst ‘local’ cubssincewer eceived

permission to carefor thebear cubsin 2000. Onecamefrom
theFallen L eaf L ake Campground areaand theother from
theNorthern Boundry of D. L. BlissCalifornia Sate Park.

Sera-at-Tahoe
SNOWSPORTSWEEK

February 7 - 10, 2005

Bear Cubs

by Cheryl Millham, LTWC Exec. Dir.

Oneof themysteriesof running awildlife center
isyou never know what will be picked up and brought
infor care. 1 doknow wewill probable have baby rac-
coons, squirrels, chipmunksand lots of baby birds. But
in4years, after obtaining our permit toraise & rehab
bear cubs, we have only received 5 cubs; three during
the month of Juneand twoin January. Thewinter two
were so under weight, (both were under 15 |bs) they
werenever going to survivethewinter months. Unable
tofind food in winter and having no body weight to hi-
bernate, iswhy they werebrought into LTWC. Aftera
few monthsof eating like—well, bears - they werere-
leased in the spring with good body weight over 65
pounds.

When| got acall in Juneabout alittle cub run-
ning up and down Fallen L eaf Road, with no mother in
sight, | toldthecaller tojust leaveit alone. Momwas
probably around somewhere. After three daysof get-
ting cdlsabout thislittlecub, | calledtheBEAR League
to seeif they had any moreinfo onthiscub. | wasthen
informed an adult bear - withasmall cub - washit by a
car right at Highway 89 and Fallen L eaf L ake Road about
1wk before. Upontaking it over wefigured the mother
must had died from the accident and the baby wasonits
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Can you find these words in the chart below??? They will be horizontal, vertical and/or diagonal. ALL of the
words are either a bird or animal which live in the Tahoe Basin. (zood luck! Have Fun.

Find these Birds and Animals in the chait below. Cirele the name when you find it, then cross the name off the Tist.
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2004 LTWC Fund Raisng Raffle

The 2004 Fund Raising Rafflewasyet another success. How dowe spell S-U-C-C-E-S-S?7?7? Well, itis
very smple. Wehaveayearly goa of how much we hopeto takein from thetimewe send out theraffleticketsuntil
thedrawing.

That “Magic” number is$10,000. Basically, thisisalmost theamount of funding needed for usto get through
eachwinter. Thisyear, those of you who purchased theraffletickets hel ped usto again attain our goal. The $10,000
represents about 12% of our total annual budget. That 12— 15% will help usto pay all thebillsfor almost %2 of the
year. Obvioudly, itisthe SLOW half of theyear, but Y2theyear still. We consider the* Other’ half of theyear to start
on November 1% and end onApril 1%

We had morethan 350 peoplerespond to our raffle opportunity. Out of those, we selected 75 winnersfor the
prizesdonated by businesses supporting our effort. Thisyear, wewere blessed to giveaway THREE (3) Grand
Prizes. Inadditionto theannual donationwereceive, courtesy of Ledey Overfield from Harrahs Tahoe (two night
stay, adinner and ashow), thisyear, wereceived the samedonation, only it wasfor Harrahs OR Harveys. AND, it
wasnot just ONE prize, but TWO, onefrom each property. AND, in additionto that, with the help of our longtime
friend and former Board Member, Skip Sayre, we were able to secure adonation from the L as Vegas Hilton, home of
theElviscollection, wheretheKing performed MANY of hisperformances.

And thefirst winner, with their choice of one of thethree GRAND Prizeswere Gary and Pam Zak (theLas
VegasHilton), where Pam stated they had NEVER beento LasVegas. Thetwo Harrahs/Harveysprizeswere Jm
McKray (InclineVillage) and Bill and Carole Baldwin (SantaClara, CA).

Our congratulationsto all three Grand PrizewinnersAND our congratulationstoAL L winnersinthe 2004
Fund Raisng Raffle.

Wealso would liketo extend our sinceregratitudeto all the businesseswho donated so unselfishly to help us
attain our goa and have another successful Raffle.

Cold SoneCreamery & LTWC - MMMMM Good!

30 Year Lake Tahoe Residentsand long time LT W C supporters Steve & Angel Charpentier have adeliciousoffer for
LTWC membersé& friends. Buy and delicious Cold Stone Creamery cakesfrom now until June 30, 2005 and Cold
Stonewill donate $3 for small or $5 for medium on every cake purchased. Bring coupon to the storeor just mention
that the purchaseisto benefit LTWC and
useit asmany timesasyou want:

v e w1 CAKE FUNDRAISER
Offer isgood at both Cold Stone's: Purchase a cake from

L ake Tahoe/1001 Heavenly Village 0]'3') SToN
Way #24(next to Hevenly’sGondola %?
Cc A E A M ER Y} &

At the Marriott) 530-544-3000

Between December, 2004 & June, 2005
$3 for a small cake or
$5 for a large cake
will go directly o
LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE

CarsonValley/963 Topsy Ln (next
To In-N-Out Burger) 775-267-6690

PLEASE: no other coupons used with

thisOffer. Besuretotel_l Friends, family, Valid only at the 8. Lake Tahoe/Carson Valley locations.
co-workersetc. toMention LTWC when Call 530-544-3000 OR 775-267-6690 to place your order
pUI’Ch@ ng cakes. e 1xm1 b pepaend
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2004 LTWC Fund Raising Raffle Winners

WINNER WINNER
ction Watersports Phil Aaron are Callendar's Cori Meyer
ction Watersporis Karen Cudney ile High Fishing Charters Carl Gustafson
LA Chevron Way Lores  Eliot olly's Bed and Break fiust Carol  Ledesma
A5 Chevion Way Mary Koy Frazee ew York Pizza Marcin  Goudet
Al's Chevron Way Henz March ew York Pizza Dr. Kewin  Willitis
Al's Chesron Way Paul MWormis of Subs Tanet  Blaumann
A l's Cheston Way Dr. Kevin  Willitts of Subs Dr, Kevin  'Willitts
Aspen Hollow Jeyee  Tepper cotty's Hardware Dy, Wendy  Schopf
Aapen Hollow Rosemarie  Wilson Seven-Eleven Vicki Bain
Baja Fresh Carol  Ausben Eleven Salena  Davis
Baja Fresh Debi  MMoore Eleven Warren lensen
faja Fresh Kathi Rutherdale ven-Eleven Phil Junkins
B& G OR Fresh Keich Paul & Judy Brasao even-Eleven Rae  Krieger
B& G OR Fresh Ketch Bob  Rutherdale Seven-Eleven Carol  Ottomeier
ijou Golf Course John  Giamotti Seven-Eleven Willetie Sirong
Hizhop's Rock Shop Marcian  Hopkins Seven-Eleven Bob  Wikodff
Burger King Mark & Sherri  Acri Sherra-at-Tahoe Judi Harking
King Sherry  Brown impson's Diamond Houss Winnie Cosiello
King Greg Cook Etﬂmn‘s Bar & Grill Jan Chamberlain
Burger King Cyndi  Cooper Sleamer's Bar & Grill Fat Rahbeck
Burger King David Lawrence Steamers Bar & Grill Dr, Kevin - Willitis
Discount Ligquors Schyler Beaty lnhos Paradise Golf Course Sheryl  Ferguson
Embassy Vacation Resons Chris  Miller ahoe Paradise Golf Course Lowis  Tanni
Emie’s Coffes Shop Fay Wagner [Tahoe Valley Tans Stephanie  Smyder
ahi/Harveys Lake Tahoe  Bill and Carole  Baldwin [Tep's Villa Roma Pai  Colletti
phaHarveys Lake Tahos Jim  Mlckray Thomas Beaman Phato Keith Klein
ead to Toe Rich Vomderscher U & Bank Julia  Moore
entucky Fried Chicken Robent Lee W iden Library Mary Aseltine
nke Tahoe Croises WOW. Cecil, Jr, Video Library Lor  Heérman
ake Tehoe Craiscs D, Patricia Ferraro ideo Library Suznne  MoDowell
ake Tahoe Golf Course Cindy Juhl Video Library Paul Sullivan
ake Tahoe Golf Course Carla  “Yamt Wallace Theaters Tammy Hagqedt
Tahoe Snowmobile Tours Howard Perry Wallace Theaters Sam  Plerind
Tahoe Wildlife Cane Dave and Kelli  Baker allace Theaters Russ  Shermian
Tahve Wildlife Care Larry and Diana Scallin omack's Texas Bar-B-0) Mary  Miller
Tahee Wildlife Corg Ben Scott ‘ephyr Cove Snowmobile Wiyne & Raelynn  Omel
a5 Wegas Hilion Cary  Zak hyr Feed and Boarding Mike Hughes
Lilly's Firestone Bill Fritz




(River Otter: Continued From Page 1)

7M. The otter was so small, it fit into the palm of my
hand. At 10daysoldit wasstill considered aneonate,
soithadto befed every 3 hoursday and night. It was
kept in one of the baby squirrel cageson flannel and a
heating pad.

Thebaby did well and grew each day. Otters
opentheir eyesbetween 28 & 35days. Mothersdon’t
gart swimming lessonsuntil the babiesare 3 monthsold,
and, believeit or not, the mother hasto push the baby
into thewater. Sometimes, they have been knownto
givethe pup apiggyback ride then dump them when
they get to deep water, forcing themto learn to swim.
Wl our little otter was no different than hiswild broth-
ers& sisters. Hedid NOT like water. He started his
swimming lessonsinthekiddy wading pool intheclinic.
Hewould get out almost asfast aswe put himin. Be-
causehestill had his1¢ coat (baby fur) hewould haveto
be dried off with towels. When the otter was 3 Y2
months, hewastaken outside and got to play inthefish
pond. Therewasonly onehang up. | had to take my
shoesoff and gointhe pool with himor | couldn’t get
himto stay inthewater.

Pam Guzzi wasworking hard to get the River
Otter pendl secured, the poolsal holding water and the
pump running smoothly, so when hewasready for the
deeper ponds, they would beready for him. We also
wanted to get him used to his own cage afew weeks
before the open house. Aswe have found out in the
past, river ottersareaBI G hit withthevistorswho come
to seethewildlife center. They are such clownsand
loveto play and show off. If thereisan audiencewho
laugh and clap - the otter will play even more.

About 1 week before the open house our otter
wasready to start living outdoorsin hisown area. By
then, hewaslivinginaplasticairline pet carrier, which
was taken outside and put in his cage (with the door
removed) and someof thetowelsleftinfor himtodeep
on. Thefirst thing hedid wastake histowelsOUT and
movethem around to HISliking. Hedid haveamind of
hisown. At thispoint, hewaseating more cat fish nug-
getswhich washisfood of choice and weaning off his
last morning and night bottles.

Other foodsthe otter learned to eat; crawdads,

minNows, mussal's, mice & trout.

Theotter got to go down to the Truckee River
in August to learn more about streams. Some of the
volunteers - who wanted to - were welcome to come
along. Again, inthisNEW world it was off with the

shoesand into thewater with him, OR hewould NOT

GOinthewater very far. By September, youjust hadto
drive him down and walk the shore. Hegot the name
“Adventure Otter”. Hewould diginthemud and come
upwith somethinginhismouthand est it, svimming and
exploring further and further away, sothelessonswere
paying off.

| made acall to friend of ours, whoisalso a
gamewardeninAlpine County, told himthestory of our
otter and why he could not bereleased back where he
camefrom. | asked permissiontoreleasehiminAlpine
County and if he said yeswheretherewasacolony to
releasehim.

Well asmost of you already know the answer
was yes, and our otter was released the first part of
November. It wasatext book release. Tom & | hiked
into the East Fork of the Carson River, sat on the bank
and let the otter start to exploreand swimaround. | did
takesomefood with usasit wasalong hikeand | know
he would get hungry. He came over to me and had a
snack then back to exploring hisnew river. At that point
I got up and moved behind sometrees, and then Tom
did thesamething. We stood therefor afew minutes
and listened. Theotter did not whistlefor usnor did he
comeout of thewater tofind us. Sowemoved alittle
further away, and again tood and waited. If hedid come
looking or crying for uswewere going to take him back
homeand try another day. But again, nothing. No cry-
ing soundsor coming out of thewater looking for us. So
we turned and hiked back to the car, knowing all the
otter had to do was go down river around the bend to
two large poolswithlotsof food and best of dl OTHER
RIVER OTTERS!! . I’'msureour * Adventure Otter’
found hisnew friendsandisnow loving andliving lifein
thewild!

TheDay of Release. TheRiver Otter isswimmingin hisNEW
Home. Heonly took about 10 minutestofed right at home!




CruisntoAlaska

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

9 years ago, we took our first ever cruise. It
wasour 25" Anniversary gift from our oldest daughter,
Debi. Weabsolutely lovedit. Fivedays, from San Pedro
to Catalinaldland to Ensenada, Mexico, cruisefor one
day, then back to San Pedro.

EVER SINCE THEN, Cheryl has wanted to
takeacruisetoAlaska. Wehave had many friendswho
havedonethisandtold usit isdefinitely something we
HAVEtodo, especidly snceweareinthe*wildlife fied.

Whenweweretaking about goingonthiscruise,
wehave had severa couplestell usthat they would seri-
oudy consder goingwith us.

WEell, we findly did it. We have a booking.
NOW, thisisyour opportunity to gotoAlaska. If you
areinterestinginjoining us, wewould LOVE towel-
comeyou. Herearethe specifics.

ThecruiselineisPrincessCruises. Theshipis
thesoonto be ONE-Y EAR-OLD ‘ Diamond Princess .
Thedepartureport is Seattle, Washington on Saturday
May 7" (4:00pm) for a7 day cruise, returning on May
14" (7:00am return).

Thefirst day (Sunday) isat sea, and then stops
at Juneau, Skagway, Tracy Arm Scenic Cruising,
Ketchikan and Victoria, with Skagway being the north-
ern most point.

Weplantofly out of Renointhelatemorning on
the 7™, flying into Seattle and arriving at the ship by
2:00pm.

Thiscould be one chanceyou haveto go - with
some peopleyou know - to one of thelast virtual wil-
dernessareas. Unfortunately, weweretoo latefor this
cruiseto book agroup, but wewill definitely planto do
something likethisin the near future. Therefore, you
must book the cruiseyourself, either with your travel
agent, or Princess Cruises. If you do book, PLEASE,
let usknow so we can get together while on board and
have somegroupfun. Cruisinisawaysmorefunwhen
you arewith peopleyou know.

Want to go to Alaska? Join uson May 7" on
the Diamond Princess!

The El Dorado County Board of Supervisors take time out to see,
first hand, the operation of Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care, following their
one meeting in District V (Lake Tahoe). Along with LTWC Vice-Presi-
dent Dr. Kevin Willitts (3rd from left), and LTWC Board Member, Mark
Treiber (4th from left), LTWC Secty/Treas Tom Millham explains to the
Board the process our volunteers take when receiving orphaned wildlife.

(Bear Cubs - Continued From Page 4)

own. Sothenexttimel gotacall onthecub, | called
BEAR LeaguemembersMary Kay & Jack Frazee. We
went out to seethe cub for oursel ves (people often mis-
judge the weight of bear). THEN, we could seeif it
really did need help. Whenwearrived thecubwasupa
treeand, YES, itwassmall - too small to beonitsown.
But sinceit wasup thetree and would not come down -
weleft. LTWCgotacdl later that night. Theman said,
“Wejust left alivetrap onyour deck with avery small
cub that’s in need of help. Keepthetrap.” | called
ourFishand Game Captain, Roy Griffithtoinform himof
thesituation. They asked if we could bring the cubto
Fish & Gamein Rancho Cordova. Our Board Presi-
dent, Bob Rutherdale, along with hiswife Sue (whois
asoalLTWC Board Member), took thecubto F & G.
After blood work and other test were done they de-
cided the cub wasagood candidate for renab. Bob &
Suebrought it back to thewildlife center that sameday.
The 2™ cubisalso alocal bear. LTWC got a

call fromaranger fromD. L. Bliss State Park. There
had been afamily staying at the park for two weeks.
Thefirst week they had seenamommabear withasmall
cub walking by. The second week they saw the baby -
but no mom. After aweek, thefamily called theranger
whointurncalled thewildlife center, whointurncalled
Fish& Game. | really don’t recall who called whom,
but our Captain, Roy Griffith caled and saidif thecubis
out of the state park, go and pick it up. Threedayslater,
wegot acall from aprivate house under construction,
whichwasjust to the north of Bliss State Park. SoTom
and | took acage somefood and took off. Thelittlecub
(Continued on Page 11)




New L ocation
by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

When LTWC went beforethe EI Dorado County
Board of Supervisors in December 2002, we were
strongly ‘advised’ by the Board to earnestly ook for a
new location for our facility. We advised the Board that
we had indeed been looking since 1995 to no avail.

At the December 2002 meeting, wedid havean
ally though. Hewastheincoming Mayor Pro-Tem of
the City of South Lake Tahoe, Tom Davis. Tomin-
formed the Board that he would work with the City to
dowhat wasnecessary tofind that ‘ location’ for LTWC
to move, wherethey would not bein competitionwith a|
residentia area

Origindly, thecity wasmaking an attempt for usto
moveto the property to the north of theairport tower.
Unfortunately, after some additiona research, they
needed to comply with FAA regulations (FAA funding
was used to purchase the property) and we did not fit
intothoseguiddines.

Wemet withtheCity of SLT, CdiforniaTahoe Con-
servancy, El Dorado County, TRPA and the Lake Tahoe
Basin Management Unit (Forest Service). Therewas
the possibility that the South Tahoe Public Utility Digtrict
may have had some property which we could have uti-
lized. Nothing! Everywherewe turned, the door was
closed. NOW, the committee, whichwashe ping usfind
anew location, could see exactly what we have been
encountering Snce 1995, whichiswhen WE started |ook-
ing for anew location.

Then, thispast September, Tom Davisinformed
usof al6 acrepieceof property whichwasFOR SALE.
Weweren't exactly looking to purchase property, aswe
werein hopeswe could get in on the shirt-tails of an-
other entity (government or private) which had property
and wewould beabletoget alongtermleaseat aL OW
annud rate (like$1 ayear???). Nothing.

So, weare at apoint now that we havedefined a
location. The property - IF we can swing it - would
solvemost of our problems. Itislessthan 5 minutesfrom
our present location, yet very accessible. Therewould
be no close neighbors. It would not have the coverage
restrictionswe currently havefor additional or special

enclosures. (Continued - Next Column)

(New Location - Continued)

Our Board hasvoted to look into the possibilities
of funding for purchase AND construction. The new
facility would not only takecareof REHABILITATION,
aswedo now, BUT, it would also serveasan EDUCA-
TIONAL CENTER displaying birdsand animasof the
High Sierra’s. It would offer a‘ Wildlife Park’, which
would show wildlife, IN THEIR NATURAL HABI-
TAT! Thiswould beaplacefor localsand non-locals
would visit to expand their education on thewonder of
Mother Nature. After all, wearehereto

“Give Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”

Now we need to put together some plansfor the
property, price out what the cost would be, then - look
for funding. ThePRELIMINARY budget |looksto bein
the$8 - $10 Milliondollar range.

So, if any of you havethiskind of money where
youwouldliketo get atax deduction (wearea501(c)(3)
Non-Profit organization), PLEASE, havethem contact
us. OR, IFyou know of someoneinthiscategory, please
let them know what we are planning.

Thisshall provetobeaVERY INTERESTING
over thenext few years.

Our Special Angels

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

Asmost of you know, the past couple of years
havebeen‘lean’ onthefinancid Sde. Notjusta LTWC,
but in our community, state and country.

2003 was a particular struggle for us as our
Membership renewa wasdown, our fund raiserswere
down and our Private Donationswere down. Wewere
coming to theend of the year wondering how wewere
going to makeit through thewinter. We knew that in
April (2004) wewould be sending out our membership
renewalsfor 2004-05, but that wasover 5 monthsaway.

Cheryl wasserioudy considering taking awin-
ter job to help offset the costs of the organization, | et
aloneour personal costsaswell. It wasthefirst time
sincewehired her asour FULL TIME Executive Direc-
tor that we have beeninthistypeof situation.

| had avisionthat would enableustofinancialy
get through the winter and keep Cheryl fromworking
TWOwinter jobs. Yes, itistruethat her job asExecu-
tive Director with LTWC isminimal inthewinter time,
but, thisiswhen shefinishesup the paperwork fromthe
previous summer and preparesfor the upcoming baby

season. No. Shenever stopsworking. And, we do,
(Continued - Next Page)
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(Our Special Angels - Continued)
every year, havesomewildlifeto carefor inthewinter-
timewhich need food and cleaning.

| sent out some lettersto some of Y OU who
have shown the ability —AND WILLINGNESS - to
financidly contributeto our organizationin our effort to
carefor the orphaned and injured wildlife entrusted to
usfor their eventual releaseBACK TO THEWILD!

My goal ??? Toraise $15,000 - whichwould
get us through to the April membership drive. | am
pleased toinformyouthat weraised over $18,000from
thisplea. Asl toldtherecipientsintheletter they re-
ceived, thisisthefirst timein 28 yearsthat | havehadto
resort to thistypeof ‘drastic’ measureand | hopethat |
never havetodoit again. Therequest wasfor amini-
mum of $1,000 per request, expecting 15 or 20 of the
recipientsto respond. To my delighted surprise, 28 re-
sponses were received which did get us through our
temporary predicament. To EACH and EVERY one
who responded in our timeof need, wethank you. Y OU
are OUR Special Angels!

| amvery pleased to offer aSpecial Thank you
to Our Specia Angels. Therewere otherswho contrib-
uted, but, for their own reasons, asked that their names
not belisted. Inthebox below, youwill seethosewho
not only helped usout, but then agreedto adlow ustollist
their name so we can thank them privately AND pub-
licly. So, onbehaf of our Board of Directors, our vol-
unteersand, especiadly, thewildlifewecarefor,

THANK YOU!!!

Betsy Cohen, Daveand CarlaEnnis, Eric and
AnnNe son, Jonnaand Bill Hutt, Wayne Hyllegard, Bill
and Jean Lane, Doc Llamas, Steveand LaurieMalley,
JmMcKray, JulieMoore, Drew and Carol Rutter and
EvieViera& Davelsenberg.

(Bear Cubs - Continued From Page 9)

was so hungry it took notimeat all and hewasinthe
cageand ontheway back tothewildlife center. After al
tripdownto Fish & Gamefor blood work and evalua-
tion, weweretold we could rehab this cub too.

After we made sure the cub was eating we
started introducing thetwo cubsto each other. At firdt,
they did not take to each other. Thefirst cub (from
Fallen Leaf) made surethe new cub (from Bliss State
Park ared) understood it was her cage and shewasin
charge. Thisattitudelasted about 2weeks. Findly the

cubs got to befriends. From that time on, they have
beeninseparable.

We had finished the work on the bear cage,
ready for itsfirst inhabitants. It now hasNEW chainlink
for the food area and den ceilings and, the best part,
Kirk Gillaspey, installed our 3 video surveillance cam-
eras. | have two brothers who both got involved as
well. Darryl Bender, my older brother, figured out the
problem and fixed the gelatin doors - which never
worked properly from day one. They now work per-
fectly. My younger brother, Dr. Robert Bender, strung
theaudio and video cabling to both the Bobcat cageand
theBear Cage. Without my wholefamily pitchingin, we
wouldn’'t havefinished it before the 2004 Open House
onAugust 18,

When the bearsweremoved over to their new
cage, they redlly seemed to havefun exploring thearea
and playingwithdl the‘new’ toys. | tapedalot of their
play timeandit wasvery interesting watching theminter-
acting - whenthey had no ideathey werebeing watched.
They now had the ability torunand hidefromus. Every
timethey hear someone open the outside door, they run
into the back den and hide. The ‘den’ door is then
dropped down and wego inand clean thefeed and play
area. Food isthen placed around the cagein different
placesfor the bearsto find when we open the den door
and leavethe cage. The bearsthen moveinto the play
areato seewhat they can find and we sneak back inand
closethe Play Room door - and cleantheden area. This
may seem involved - just to clean their cage - but this
way wearenot in contact with them, (even visually) in
any way.

In the summer, the cubs ate mostly fruitsand
greens, aong with fish & crawdads, caught by Sayers
Tanner. Another rehabber, Sue Hammer, who started
and runs Tri-County Wildlife, was ableto freeze and
donate some fawnsthat didn’t survive. Thisway, the
cubs were introduced to lots of natural food. Right
now - their favorites are pumpkins, nuts and persim-
mons.

| have been asked where they are going to be
released. That decision till belongsto Fish & Game,
but we do have alocation to placethem. The BEAR
L eague and the Washoe Indian Tribe made four bear
dens above Homewood Ski Areaand, sincethey are
bothlocal cubs, | hopewe could get permissiontore-
leasethem there.
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BEAR League Dinner

Editors Note:  Cheryl was asked to bethe Keynote speaker
for the BEAR League’'s Annual Dinner on November 11th.
She did her usual outstanding job with videos and commen-
tary on the two bear cubs we are now raising, that it earned
thisreply fromthe BEAR League Board. Judge for yourself.

Dear Cheryl and Tom,

Need | tell youwhat a‘ super-duper’ presentation you
gavetheother night at the BEAR membership dinner?
It wastruly amemorableevent. The Board members
have been writing back and forth to each other al
weekend, congratul ating themselveson ‘ what an
outstanding evening’ theMillham’sprovided last
Thursday night!!

Didyou notice how everyonewasenthralled and
didn’t move? When | first saw the cubson the screen
beforedinner, | knew that dinner wasgoingto bealot
of fun. What aperfect touch for the pre-dinner!

Dave Baker mentioned to me at thetablethat having
the cub footageto watch also provided an ‘ice-
breaker’ of sortsfor themembersfromwhichto
begintalking about bears. | believel saw area
‘thinking’ going onwiththecubs. You could dmost
seethought processesinthelittleguys: their thoughts
beforehand, too, of probable consequencesfor an
action. Bear do have so many capabilitiesthat show
just how intelligent they redlly are. And, thank heav-
ens, that factisfinally beginningtoberedlized. |
found thefootage outstanding and certainly endearing
...asweALL did. | bet younolonger needtelevi-
sion. Watching those cubsis so much better than any
redlity show!

You have aknowledge and expertise about animals, in
generd . . . bears, inparticular, that makeslistening to
youtak sointeresting, informativeand entertaining.

Of course, the subject matter isone very dear to all
our hearts! Both of you, Cheryl and Tom, exude so
much good humor, ease and friendlinessthat being a
part of theaudienceisaddight and redl treat. The
BEAR League Board wantsto expressour gratitude
toyou.

“Thank you so much, Cheryl and Tom”

TheBEAR LeagueBoard

Many Ways To Volunteer

LindaMusdler, LTWC Board Member

Oneof thebiggest rewardsfor many Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Care volunteersisto work directly with the
wildlifeat the center. Themgjority of peoplewho come
totheAnnual Training Seminar each year are eager to
work with theanimals. Inatypical summer at LTWC,
there are raccoons and fawns to bottle feed, baby
songbirdsto feed every half hour throughout the day,
owls, hawks, and eaglesto feed and plenty of squirrels
and chipmunksin need of care. Onoccason LTWC has
also received bear cubsto rehab, river otterstoraise,
and bobcatsrecoveringfrominjury. Eachyear LTWCis
grateful for thevolunteerswho comeout to help carefor
theanimalsat the center.

Asimportant asitisto carefor thewildlife, itis
not theONLY way inwhichtovolunteer at LTWC. Like
most non-profit organizations, fundraisingisalso an
important aspect. Volunteering at the LTWC Food Booth
at the Great Gatsby Festival or the Kokanee Salmon
Fedtivad isagreat way to hep out theorganization. LTWC
also sponsorsan aid station for theannual Death Ride
and Tour de Tahoe, and isalwaysin need of volunteers
to help set upandwork the stations. Helpisal so needed
stuffing envel opesand affixing addresslabe sduring both
theannual fundraising raffleand membership drive, not
to mention THIS publication - The Quill! Do you
consider yoursalf a* people person”? Perhapshel ping
to obtaintheraffle prizesfrom local businesseswould
beafunway inwhichtovolunteer. Or maybe SELLING
raffleticketsismoreto your taste.

For thosewith aflexible schedule, LTWC often
needs assistance with transporting animals on short
notice. Areyou acarpenter, electrician, or plumber by
trade? LTWC can useyour taents. Volunteersareaso
wel cometo submit articlesof interest for publicationin
The Quill.

If any of these volunteer opportunitiesinterest
you, AND you arelooking for an enjoyableway togive
of your time, pleasecontact LTWC at 577-CARE. Also
be sureto mark you calendar for LTWC’s27=Annual
Volunteer Training Seminar scheduled for the
weekend of May 21% - 22™, 2005.
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L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.

27"Annual 2-Day Training Seminar
2005 CLASS REGISTRATION FORM

LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE, INC., is an independent, non-profit, volunteer
organization whose function isto ‘RAISE, REHABILITATE and RELEASE’ wildlife.
All orphaned and injured animals are given foster home care by trained volunteers of

LAKE TAHOE WILDLIFE CARE, INC!

ClassFeeis $60 Per Person! For Families, $60 for the FIRST Family
Member and $40for each additional member. ONE trainingmanual included.
Minimum age- 8years. Childrenunder 16 yearsof ageM UST beaccompanied
by anadult. Nowildlifeisgiventoachildfor care unlessan adult family member has
alsotakentheclass. Webelievethisto be areasonable safeguard.

Learnto beatrained wildlife care volunteer by taking thistwo-day seminar.
Thelecturewill cover diets, feeding techniques, housing and first-aid, captureand
transportation, anatomy and examination and will betaught by Cheryl Millham,
Founder and Executive Director of L ake TahoeWildlifeCare.

The seminar will take place on Satur day and Sunday, May 21st & May
22nd, 2005. The Saturday sessionisfrom9am to4pm. TheSunday sessionis
from 10am to 5pm at LTWC’s Center with lunch provided (Sunday).

CLASSF.OEE

$60.00 Per Person! OR, For Families, $60 for the FIRST Family M ember and
$40.00for each ADDITIONAL Family Member
Theclassfeemust bepaidinadvance AND accompany theregistration form.
Thefeeincludesaoneyear membershipwith L ake TahoeWildlifeCare.
Deadlinefor registration feeisSunday, May 15, 2005!

For further information, cal

Cheryl Millham a 530-577-2273!

(tear off and return) (tear off and return)

Registration Form

| desiretoregister for theBIRDSand MAMMAL SClasson Sat. May 21st & Sunday, May 22nd, 2005.
$60 Per Person! OR $60 FIRST Family Member and $40 for each ADDITIONAL Family Member!

Name Street Address

Bax City State Zip Phone

Please completethisregistration form and mail immediately with your classfeeto:

L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.

1485 Cherry HillsCircle
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921
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2004 Open House

by Tom Millham, LTWC Secty/Treas

To say that LTWC's2004 Open Housewasthe
most successful ever, would be an understatement. It
was, by far, the best organized, best attended, best
support by thevolunteer staff and rai sed the most fi-
nancia support.

TheBoard of Directors‘wisely’ electedto have
the Open Houseonthefirst Sunday inAugust thisyesar,
oneweek |ater than we had originally planned. Sev-
erd thingsmadethisevent sgnificant. Firstof dl, FOR
THEFIRST TIME EVER, wehad thebirdsand ani-
mals in the cages FOR WHICH THE CAGES
WEREBUILT!!!

Imaginethat. We actually had theraccoonsin
theraccoon cage, the bobcat in the bobcat cage, the
river otter intheriver cage- - - well, you get the point.
Plus, wewerefortunate enough to havetwo bear cubs
inthe Pete and DianaM ountanos Bear Rehab Cage.
And, so that the public could actualy SEE what wasin
the bear cage, wefinally were ableto set up thecam-
erasand monitor we purchased with adonation from
Harrahs Tahoeto monitor the cubs.

LTWC Board Member, Kirk Gillaspey volun-
teered histimeto set up the camerasand run theca-
bling up to the clinic where he also set up the monitor
andtheVCRrecorder. Itisasurvelllancetypesystem
that enablesusto‘ split’ themonitor screenfour ways,
seeing four different viewson the screen at onetime.
The public was ableto seethe cubsplaying, without
thedistraction of hearing unfamiliar noisesright out-
sidethedoor totheir *home'.

Theriver otter, asusud, was playful tothe point
that river ottersare. In other words, he was swim-
ming, going up and down the chutes connecting his
different poolsand —basically —just being anormal
river otter. Thereweregolden eaglesintheflight area,
hawksand owlsinthe mew and coyotesin the coyote
pen.

Over 1200 peoplevisited Lake TahoeWildlife
Carein a6 hour span on Sunday, August 1%. With
donations, t-shirt sales, and supportersoffering their
membership renewals, weraised over $4,500, TWICE
asmuch asever before.

Wewould liketothank the Tahoe Daily Tribune
(Paul Middlebrook, publisher) for their front page space
announcing the Open House and thanksto KOWL,

KRLT and KTHO radio stationsfor their public ser-
viceannouncements.

Our Board of Directorswould liketo thank al of
our volunteerswho acted as* Tour Guides onthisday.
They wereableto get thismany peoplethroughthefa
cility, show off the good work we accomplish and an-
swer questions. THEY arethereason weareassuc-
cessful asweare.

NORMALLY, therehab areaisoff limitsto the
public. Weget inquiriesdaily for peopleto comeinand
‘SEE’ thewildlifewehavein house. Dueto thefact]
that they areinthe‘rehabilitation’ stage, weare unable
to comply with their request, BUT, thisoneday of the
year, wemakean exception. Itgivesthelocal folksan
opportunity to see what goes on behind our * Closed
Doors'.

If you were one of thosewho visited usonAu-
gust 1%, we hope you enjoyed your tour. WE enjoyed
havingyou!

Sera-at-Tahoe
SNOWSPORTSWEEK

February 7 - 10, 2005

Lifetime Bald Eagle Members

As we mentioned in previous issues, we have new
membership ‘clubs’. However, those supporters who
were members of the Bald Eagle (Life Member) club,
will remain Life Members and we appreciate their
support. Listed below are those people who contrib-
uted $1,000 or more in a 12-month period of time.
Thank You. You will always be in our Bald Eagle
Club!

Jim and Ethelmae Haldan Michelle and Perry O'Dell

Willette Srong Suzanne McDowell
Don Henley Robert |. Wishnick Foundation
JaneKenyon Sierra Pacific Power Co.
Josette Denton Tahoe Mountain Milers
Bob and Sue Rutherdale Robert M. Lee Foundation

Rob and Chris St. James
Tony and Beth Sears
Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Lane
Larry and Julie Moore

Mickey Dugdale

Calif. Sierra State Parks Assn.
City of South Lake Tahoe
CaesarsTahoe Dealers

Jack and Mary L ou Cassingham
LakeTahoeKiwanisSunrisers

Mandy Davisand Rodney Volkmar

Pete and Diana Mountanos
Gloria Bourke

Doni and Jim Glassmaker
Harrah’'s Tahoe

Estate of Alice Valla
Randy’s Locksmith - Greg Cattoni

Jarrod and Brennan Davis

BankAmericaFoundation

Tilton Family Foundation
Kirk and Lynda Gillaspey
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LTWC's 2005 CALENDAR OF EVENTS!

***Please Note*** At the October 10, 2004 Board M eeting, the Board of Director svoted Unani
mously to CHANGE the QUARTERLY Board MeetingstoMONTHLY Board Meetings(EXCEPT for
Juneand August). Meetingswill beheld on the SECOND Tuesday of themonth at 7:00pm @ LTWC!

January 11th  Monthly LTWC Board of Director’sMeeting @ LTWC Center - 7:00pm
March 8th-12th  NWRAAnnual Symposium, Minneapolis, MN - Marriott
M ay 21st & 22nd  27th Annual Training Seminar

Do you have a car, boat or other vehicle, in good working condition, you are considering trading in on a new one? Instead of
trading in your old(er) vehicle, why don’t you donateit to L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care and receive atax deduction.

If thisis something you are considering, then just call LTWC at 530-577-2273 and ask for help in your contribution.

In the past three years, LTWC hasreceived nearly $20,000 for vehicles which have been received by contributors.

Other waysyou can help LTWC inthe futureisto consider leaving abequest. We were recently received a donation because we
were named in awill and several others havetold uswe are mentioned in their willsaswell. Thisisoneway to assure our long range
financia success.

We have been working with the orphaned and injured wild birds and animalsin and around the L ake Tahoe Basin for 24 years. Our
success is due to support from our volunteers in the form of financial support, hours served and spreading the word.

For those of you who have been working ‘with’ usin the past, wethank you. For those of you who have thought of working with
us, why not make 2005 the year to make acommitment.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION!

Active (For thosewho havetaken thetraining class.) Honor ary (Thosewhowishto help out financialy)
Our “Club” Program.

Select your choice of either your favorite wild bird or animal, or the amount of your contribution.
Black Bear $10,000 Beaver $300 Your selectioniis:
Bobcat $5,000 Mer ganser $150
Bald Eagle $2,500 Sed'Ta”ed Hawk %60@

Golden Eagle $1,000 Fg/\c/tr:loon 35 Club Name
Great-Horned Owl $500 Seller’sJay $20 %
Areyou an Active or Honorary member ? Active Honorary Amount of Contribution
Name: Phone:
Mailing
Address: City: State: Zip:

Mail thisform with your Tax-Deductible donation to:

L ake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc.
1485 Cherry Hills Circle

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921
530-577-CARE
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LTWC ‘Club Members’

Listed below arethose supportersof LAKE TAHOE WIL DL I FE CARE who have contributed (during a12 month period of time) in
an ExtraSpecia Way, since 2000. You will notice, inthe* M ember ship Infor mation Form’ (page 15), thevarious' Clubs which
individuals or families can contribute. Would you like to see your name added to these lists? We sure would! Please help usto

“Give Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”

Black Bear Bald Eagle

($10,000 Donation) (35,000 Donation) ($2,500 Donation)
Pete and Diana Mountanos Estate of Alice Valla Tahoe Mountain Milers Doni and Jim Glassmaker
Anonymous Shactman Foundation Gloria Bourke Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Lane
Tony and Beth Sears Harveys/Harrahs
Drew and Carol Rutter Sierra at Tahoe

Golden Eagle Great-Horned Owl

($1,000 Donation) ($500 Donation)

Robert M. Lee Foundation Willette Strong Bob and Grace Rowland

Rob and Chris &. James Caesars Tahoe Dealer’s Mike, Lesley & Staci Furtado

Larry and Julie Moore McLane and Adelle Tilton Yosemite Association

Tahoe League f/Charity Kevin & Kathryn Schaller Pat Banner; CarlaYant

Evie Viera  Dave Isenberg Herbert “Rick” Ahlswede  Richard and Dana Smith-Miller

Betsy Cohen Doc Llamas Dave and Carla Ennis Bill and Jonna Hutt; Ron and Jan Cook

Barbara Harootunian;

Don and Kay Edwards; Barbara Kucala
Tammy and Harley Hoy

Dr. Mireya Ortega and Ron Cline

Cliff and Holly Hansen
Jennifer Randall - Youth Develop. Fdn.
Kirk and Lynda Gillaspey
Greg Cattoni - Randy’s Locksmith

\ Laurie and Steve Malley Y
a — A\
Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc. = -
on-Profit
(530) 577-CARE Organization,
1485 Cherry Hills Circle US Postage Paid
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4921 South '-g‘gflgghoer CA
Permit No. 96
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED -
18.1 “Giving Mother Nature a Helping Hand!”
Winter 2004 Y
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